Mission in practice - Churches at work
Tackling loneliness in the
community

Loneliness in older people is a
growing problem. There are plenty
of groups aimed at supporting
women, but what about the men?

Roger Page, from St John the
Baptist in Alresford, runs Fresh
Directions, a group for bereaved
men who meet monthly, either at
the church or in a pub where they
have a meal and a drink. “It started
about six years ago when two men
in Alresford had been bereaved,”
said Roger. “We talk a lot about
loneliness as practically it is the
biggest problem.

Church at School

A team from Christ Church,
Winchester, has been bringing the
Christian message into local schools
by speaking at assemblies.
Dave Thornton, the Director of
Youth at Christ Church, said
“We take a team of three to each
assembly, including retired people,
stay-at-home mums, and students.
During the assemblies we talk to
children about the teachings of
Jesus, including an introduction to
the theme, role play, a very short
talk, songs with actions, questions
and prayer – all in 15 minutes.”

The assemblies have been well
“This group oﬀers social interaction received, said Dave. “Recently one
child asked ‘Why did Jonah think he
and the men feel they can help,
especially when someone new joins. could run away from God? You said
It’s part of our outreach but it is not last time you came in that God is
always with us...’.”
overtly Christian. However,
questions of faith do come up.”
Please let us know your news, both events that have happened and ones
yet to come, and send us photographs, preferably high resolution jpegs of
around 1MB. Please email Stella Wiseman, the Marketing and Content
Editor, on stella.wiseman@winchester.anglican.org or call 01962 737325.
www.winchester.anglican.org
@CofEWinchester
www.facebook.com/CofEWinchester
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Thy Kingdom Come: Over 3,000 people attended the Beacon event in
Winchester Cathedral on 15th May to celebrate Pentecost

Welcome to the ﬁrst issue of Live the Mission, the newsletter from the

Diocese of Winchester, a new way of sharing what parishes are doing across
the Diocese. Each issue will contain news and features reﬂecting the many
ways that Christians are seeking to live out their faith. Please do send in
news from your church. Contact details are on the back.

This Month
Here comes the sun – possibly.
One thing is certain; whatever the
weather, the summer is an ideal
time for holiday clubs, and
churches are experts on getting
inventive and oﬀering children the
chance to spend a few days doing
something diﬀerent and hearing
about God at the same time. See
pages 4-5.
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News from across the Diocese
No ducking the issue

Parishioners in King’s Somborne, led
by Elizabeth St John, organised a
coﬀee morning and duck race to
raise money for Save the Children
and Médecins Sans Frontières’ work
in Syria. The event saw one hundred
plastic yellow ducks racing down the
local stream and raised more than
£700 for the cause.

Sheer determination

Congratulations to 16-year-old Sean
Benson from All Saints’, Southbourne
and 11th Bournemouth Scouts, for being
awarded the Chief Scout’s
Commendation for Meritorious Conduct.
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“At 10pm we go out in teams of
three or more, always men and
women together, until sometime
after midnight when we have a
break,” says Mark. “In the ﬁrst part
of the night we take hot drinks to
rough sleepers; in the second we
usually meet partygoers.”

on to other services, they can call
999 when necessary, they are
simply there to help.

Mike’s story

A wealthy man oﬀered to help
rough sleeper ‘Mike’ with money
or a hotel. Mike said he was an
alcoholic, and money would not
change him. The man asked what
he could do to help. Mike said:
Street pastors often diﬀuse
“Money does not ﬁx the problem,
potentially unpleasant situations
because, as Mark explains, they “are there needs to be more love”. He
said he just wanted the man to talk
not seen as a threat”. They do not
to him as an equal and not as
evangelise – but they “bring the
though he were a problem to ﬁx.
good news in the hope that (they)
Pointing to a street pastor, Mike
have a chance to share it”. They do
said: “That’s what they do – they
not judge, they are not political,
don’t judge, they just give us hot
they are not counsellors, but they
chocolate and a Twix and listen.
listen, they will pray with people
They treat us like people.”
when asked and for people
afterwards, they can point people

Plastic ducks racing downstream

Elizabeth decided to organise the
event after hearing Rev’d David
Mapes of Chilbolton give a talk in
King's Somborne. “He asked us to
think about our concerns for those
around us and what we felt called to
do about it,” said Elizabeth. “I have
found it increasingly distressing to
watch ﬁlm of all the refugees
coming out of Syria and told our
congregation that I just had to do
something to help.”

around 25 ‘prayer pastors’ who stay
indoors and pray.

Sean Benson and Steve Backshall at
Windsor Castle

The award, presented by the Duke of
Kent at Windsor Castle, was given in
recognition of Sean’s sheer
determination to keep on with Scouting
despite poor health. Sean has a heart
condition – hypertrophic

Lollipops are invariably welcomed
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Ministry of the Moment – Street Pastors
cardiomyopathy – and suﬀered a
cardiac arrest in 2014. Despite being
in and out of hospital for the past
two years, and despite his mother
Rachel being in hospital for four
months last year following a stroke,
he carried on with Scouts. He is an
Explorer Scout and a young leader,
helping to run Cubs, so was
particularly pleased to meet both
the Chief Scout Bear Grylls, and TV
presenter Steve Backshall who is
ambassador for Cubs100, the
centenary celebrations for the Cubs.
A street pastor chats to a passer-by in Winchester

Out and about at night in the

town? You might meet a street
pastor.

a need and we go out and meet it.”
There are street pastors in
Southampton, Winchester,
Eastleigh, Basingstoke, Chandler’s
Ford, Hedge End and Bournemouth,
and a similar scheme in Alton called
town pastors.

Street pastors are men and women
who provide support to those they
meet at night in towns and cities.
They oﬀer comfort, support, a
friendly ear, lollipops, water, ﬂip
In quieter areas they may simply
ﬂops, and sometimes even an escort serve as “the presence of Jesus in
home if needed.
the night-time community” as
Hedge End street pastor
They are motivated by faith, but
co-ordinator Frank Parker puts it.
they are not there to preach. They
Other areas are busier. Mark
are there to provide, as street
Hibbert-Hingston co-ordinates a
pastor Mark Hibbert-Hingston says: team of around 60 men and women
“a ministry of the moment. We see
in Winchester, and a vital group of
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Children are fair aware

St Lawrence Church of England
Primary School, Alton, has been
awarded the Fair Aware award for
its commitment to fair trade.
The children researched what Fair
Trade means and held a Fair Trade
festival for parents. Each class has
elected a Fair Trade Ambassador
who is part of a Fair Trade Action
Group which is working towards the
next award – a Fair Active School.
“Fair Trade is important because it
helps famers buy food for their
family,” said Poppy from Year Three,
while Year Six student Erin added:
“Fair Trade represents all of our
school values. It is about showing
love, compassion and respect.”

The Last Post

Meanwhile in Alton, the Covenant
Youth Choir which meets at St
Lawrence’s Church went on a
concert tour of Belgium, and
participated in the ‘Last Post’
ceremony at the Menin Gate, Ypres.
“We sang Abide with Me
unaccompanied and in a biting
north wind, underneath the great
arch where 55,000 names of those
who died on the Ypres Salient are
inscribed,” said musical director Joy
Windsor. “It was humbling to meet
some of those who had come to the
ceremony, more than 300 of them,
who were deeply moved by the
singing.”
The choir is recruiting 11 to
18-year-olds and will hold an open
evening on July 1 at 6.15pm in St
Lawrence Church.

Members of the choir
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Here comes the summer

Holiday club at Highﬁeld Church

Churches across the Diocese have

long run summer camps for children
and young people – helping them to
beat boredom, relax and have fun
outside during the long summer
months.

clubs and activities that is so
thriving that it is being given a
make-over this summer. That won’t
stop the activities though as the
team are planning events around
the area.

The type of youth work involved is
vital, says Rev’d Jon Oliver, Pioneer
Minister in Sholing. "If we can do
this well,” he says, “it should help
young people to make positive and
informed life choices; discovering
who they are, deciding who they
will become, and hopefully choosing
to follow Jesus.” One of Jon’s tasks is
to run Monty's Community Hub
(www.montys.org.uk), a centre with

Relationships are key. Sammy
Jordan from Highﬁeld Church,
Southampton
(www.highﬁeld.org.uk), describes
the church’s regular children’s
holiday club of 20 plus years as
having “an atmosphere of fun and
trust” where “relationships are built
which create opportunities to
explore who Jesus is with the
children”.
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Young People at the Weston Church Youth Project

That’s the thinking behind schemes
such as the Weston Church Youth
Project (www.wcyp.org) and
Chattabox Camp
(www.urbansaints.org/chattabox)
which is being relaunched by the
Diocese’s Children and Families
Adviser Andy Saunders. Taking place
at Studland Bay from August 2-5, it
is primarily for non-church-going
children. Part of the attraction will
also be the accommodation: bell
tents with home-cooked meals
served in a large marquee.

(www.stlukeshedgeend.co.uk), will
be busy cooking for families and
oﬀering craft and other activities at
Make Lunch three days a week.
“Our primary aim is to share a little
of God’s love and to ease the
burden of ﬁnancial constraint that
we know many local families are
feeling at this time,” says Rev’d
Fiona Gibbs from St Luke’s. They
plan to carry it on in future school
holidays: “We are going to oﬀer
lunches for 50 children, 32 days per
year.” That’s 1,600 meals and a lot
of care and commitment.

Meals are at the heart of hospitality
and fellowship. This summer,
volunteers at St Luke’s, Hedge End

Let us know what your church is
doing. Contact details are on page 8.
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