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Ascension to Pentecost 
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The Ascension of Christ 
Giotto di Bondone, 1304-06 

Scrovegni Chapel, Padua 
 

Ascension falls 40 days after Easter and commemorates Jesus’ return to heaven (traditionally 
seen as the ultimate confirmation of his divinity) after a series of post-resurrection 

appearances to followers and friends.  As the final line of Mark’s Gospel states concisely, ‘So 
then the Lord Jesus, after he had spoken to them, was taken up into heaven and sat down at 

the right hand of God.’ 
 

This image is one of 37 frescoes that form Giotto’s masterwork, telling the story of the life of 
Christ through scenes covering the walls and ceiling of an intimate family chapel in the 

Veneto region. The frescoes are compressed in focus and use forced perspective to adjust 
the scale of subjects, such that they often appear like stage sets. Giotto departed from 
established stylistic conventions of his time in not depicting idealised figures adorned in 

elaborate clothing, but rather flesh and blood ones with real gestures and emotions drawn 
from close observation and often clothed in ordinary garments. 

 
This scene captures Christ’s rise from the earth, with his hands extending beyond the frame 
of the image to convey his entry into another realm, watched closely by his eleven remaining 
disciples and his mother Mary (painted generously with then costly blue pigment, perhaps to 

convey her special status). Small armies of angels escort his flight in what could be a pre-
imagined space capsule, as the two angels of Acts 1:11 nearer ground level provide 

commentary and interpretation – as reported there, they ask ‘Men of Galilee, why do you 
stand here looking into the sky?  This same Jesus, who has been taken from you into heaven, 

will come back in the same way you have seen him go into heaven.’ 
 

We can observe this image in the knowledge that the summit of human achievement in 
causing an object to ascend from Earth was the Saturn V rocket, which launched NASA’s 

Apollo missions to the moon. Yet transporting a tiny capsule beyond the earth’s gravitational 
pull required the thrust of a rocket, when fully fuelled, weighing 6.5 million pounds.  As we 

claim the promise of Romans 6:4 that ‘…just as Christ was raised from the dead through the 
glory of the Father, we too may live a new life,’ perhaps we can pause as well to ponder that 
is only through God’s exclusive authority and matchless power that, as the following verse 

confirms, ‘we will certainly also be united with him in a resurrection like his.’ 
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The Greeting 
The Lord be with you 
And also with you 
 
Alleluia. Christ is risen 
He is risen indeed. Alleluia 
 
The minister welcomes everyone  
 

Hymn - Lord, enthroned in heav'nly splendor 

Lord, enthroned in heav'nly splendor, 
first-begotten from the dead, 
Thou alone, our strong Defender, 
liftest up Thy people's head. 
Hallelujah! Hallelujah! 
Jesus, true and living Bread! 

Here our humble homage pay we 
Here in loving reverence bow 
Here for faith’s discernment pray we 
Lest we fail to know thee now 
Alleluia, alleluia 
Thou art here, we ask not how 

Paschal Lamb! Thine off'ring finished 
once for all when Thou wast slain, 
in its fullness undiminished 
shall forevermore remain. 
Hallelujah! Hallelujah! 
Cleansing souls from ev'ry stain. 

Life-imparting heav'nly Manna, 
stricken Rock, with streaming side, 
heav'n and earth with loud hosanna 
worship Thee, the Lamb who died. 
Hallelujah! Hallelujah! 
Ris'n, ascended, glorified! 

 
  
 



4 

Prayers of Penitence 
What God has prepared for those who love him, 
he has revealed to us through the Spirit; 
for the Spirit searches everything. 
Therefore, let us in penitence open our hearts to the Lord, 
who has prepared good things for those who love him. 
 
We have lived by our own strength, 
and not by the power of your resurrection. 
In your mercy, forgive us. 
Lord, hear us and help us. 
 
We have lived by the light of our own eyes, 
as faithless and not believing. 
In your mercy, forgive us. 
Lord, hear us and help us. 
 
We have lived for this world alone, 
and doubted our home in heaven. 
In your mercy, forgive us. 
Lord, hear us and help us. 
 
Listen, for the Lord who created you says: 
I forgive you, 
forgive others, 
forgive yourself, 
be at peace. 
 

Collect 
Grant, we pray, almighty God, 

that as we believe your only-begotten Son our Lord Jesus Christ 

to have ascended into the heavens, 

so we in heart and mind may also ascend 

and with him continually dwell; 

who is alive and reigns with you, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and for ever. 
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Readings 
Acts 1: 6-14 
 

The Ascension of Jesus 

So when they had come together, they asked him, “Lord, is this the time when 
you will restore the kingdom to Israel?” He replied, “It is not for you to know the 
times or periods that the Father has set by his own authority. But you will receive 
power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you will be my witnesses in 
Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” When he had 
said this, as they were watching, he was lifted up, and a cloud took him out of 
their sight. While he was going and they were gazing up toward heaven, suddenly 
two men in white robes stood by them. They said, “Men of Galilee, why do you 
stand looking up toward heaven? This Jesus, who has been taken up from you 
into heaven, will come in the same way as you saw him go into heaven.” 

Matthias Chosen to Replace Judas 

Then they returned to Jerusalem from the mount called Olivet, which is near 
Jerusalem, a sabbath day’s journey away. When they had entered the city, they 
went to the room upstairs where they were staying, Peter, and John, and James, 
and Andrew, Philip and Thomas, Bartholomew and Matthew, James son of 
Alphaeus, and Simon the Zealot, and Judas son of James. All these were constantly 
devoting themselves to prayer, together with certain women, including Mary the 
mother of Jesus, as well as his brothers. 

 

John 17: 1-11 
 

Jesus Prays for His Disciples 
 

After Jesus had spoken these words, he looked up to heaven and said, “Father, 
the hour has come; glorify your Son so that the Son may glorify you, since you 
have given him authority over all people, to give eternal life to all whom you have 
given him. And this is eternal life, that they may know you, the only true God, and 
Jesus Christ whom you have sent. I glorified you on earth by finishing the work 
that you gave me to do. So now, Father, glorify me in your own presence with 
the glory that I had in your presence before the world existed. 

“I have made your name known to those whom you gave me from the world. 
They were yours, and you gave them to me, and they have kept your word. Now 
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they know that everything you have given me is from you; for the words that you 
gave to me I have given to them, and they have received them and know in truth 
that I came from you; and they have believed that you sent me.  I am asking on 
their behalf; I am not asking on behalf of the world, but on behalf of those whom 
you gave me, because they are yours. All mine are yours, and yours are mine; and 
I have been glorified in them. And now I am no longer in the world, but they are 
in the world, and I am coming to you. Holy Father, protect them in your name 
that you have given me, so that they may be one, as we are one. 

Sermon 
 

The Creed 
 

Let us declare our faith in the resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
 

Christ died for our sins 
in accordance with the Scriptures; 
he was buried; 
he was raised to life on the third day 
in accordance with the Scriptures; 
afterwards he appeared to his followers,  
and to all the apostles; 
this we have received, 
and this we believe. Amen. 
 

        Prayers of Intercession 
At the end… 
 
Merciful Father 
Accept these prayer 
For the sake of your Son 
Our Saviour Jesus Christ 
Amen 

The Peace 
 

God has made us one in Christ. 
He has set his seal upon us and, as a pledge of what is to come, 
has given the Spirit to dwell in our hearts. Alleluia.  
 
The peace of the Lord be always with you 
And also with you 
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Preparation of the Table 

 
 
The Lord be with you 
and also with you. 
 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give thanks and praise. 
 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 
always and everywhere to give you thanks, 
holy Father, almighty and eternal God, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 
For he is our great high priest 
who has entered once for all 
into the heavenly sanctuary, 
evermore to pour upon your Church 
the grace and comfort of your Holy Spirit. 
 
He is the one who has gone before us, 
who calls us to be united in prayer 
as were his disciples in the upper room 
while they awaited his promised gift, 
the life-giving Spirit of Pentecost. 
 
Therefore all creation yearns with eager longing 
as angels and archangels sing the endless hymn of praise: 
 
Holy, holy, holy Lord, 
God of power and might, 
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heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
 

Accept our praises, heavenly Father, 
through your Son our Saviour Jesus Christ, 
and as we follow his example and obey his command, 
grant that by the power of your Holy Spirit 
these gifts of bread and wine 
may be to us his body and his blood; 
who, in the same night that he was betrayed, 
took bread and gave you thanks; 
he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you; 
do this in remembrance of me. 
 
In the same way, after supper 
he took the cup and gave you thanks; 
he gave it to them, saying: 
Drink this, all of you; 
this is my blood of the new covenant, 
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 
Do this, as often as you drink it, 
in remembrance of me. 
 
Therefore, heavenly Father, 
we remember his offering of himself 
made once for all upon the cross; 
we proclaim his mighty resurrection and glorious ascension; 
we look for the coming of your kingdom, 
and with this bread and this cup 
we make the memorial of Christ your Son our Lord. 
 

Great is the mystery of faith: 
 
Christ has died: 
Christ is risen: 
Christ will come again. 
 
Accept through him, our great high priest, 
this our sacrifice of thanks and praise, 
and as we eat and drink these holy gifts 
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in the presence of your divine majesty, 
renew us by your Spirit, 
inspire us with your love 
and unite us in the body of your Son, 
Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 
Through him, and with him, and in him, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
with all who stand before you in earth and heaven, 
we worship you, Father almighty, 
in songs of everlasting praise: 
 
Blessing and honour and glory and power 
be yours for ever and ever.  Amen. 

The Lord’s Prayer 
As our Saviour has taught us so we pray: 
 
Our Father in heaven 
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 
on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 
as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Lead us not into temptation 
but deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power  
and the glory are yours now and for ever.  Amen. 
 

Breaking of the Bread 
We break this bread 
to share in the body of Christ. 
 
Though we are many, we are one body, 
because we all share in one bread. 

 
 

Giving of Communion 
Alleluia.  Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us. 
Therefore let us keep the feast.  Alleluia 
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Prayer after Communion 

We say this prayer together 
 
God of Life, 
Who for our redemption did give your only begotten Son 
To the death of the cross, 
And by his glorious resurrection  
Has delivered us from the power of our enemy 
Grant us so to die daily to sin 
That we may evermore live with him in the joy of his risen life; 
Through Jesus Christ our Lord   Amen 
 

Hymn - The head that once was crowned with thorns 
 

The head that once was crowned with thorns 
is crowned with glory now; 
a royal diadem adorns 
the mighty Victor's brow. 

The highest place that heav'n affords 
is his, is his by right, 
the King of kings and Lord of lords, 
and heav'n's eternal Light: 

The joy of all who dwell above, 
the joy of all below, 
to whom he manifests his love, 
and grants his name to know. 

To them the cross, with all its shame, 
with all its grace, is giv'n; 
their name an everlasting name, 
their joy the joy of heav'n. 

They suffer with the Lord below, 
they reign with him above; 
their profit and their joy to know 
the myst'ry of his love. 

The cross he bore is life and health, 
though shame and death to him; 
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his people's hope, his people's wealth, 
their everlasting theme. 

  
 

The Dismissal 
 

The Spirit of truth lead you into all truth 
Give you grace to confess that Jesus Christ is Lord 
And strengthen you to proclaim the work and works of God  
And the blessing of God almighty, 
The Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, 
Be among you and remain with you always.  Amen 
 

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. Alleluia! Alleluia! 
In the name of Christ. Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 
 
Materials for this service were taken from:  
Common Worship:Services and Prayers for the Church of England; CHP 2000 
 


