
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 

  

 

Online Parish Communion  
For Pentecost 
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Pentecost 
El Greco, c. 1600, Museo del Prado, Madrid 

 
The artist Doménikos Theotokópoulos, better known as ‘El Greco’ (as he was named by 
contemporaries), was born in modern day Crete, then part of the Republic of Venice.  As 

an adult El Greco travelled to Venice, then to Rome and ultimately to Toledo in Spain, 
where he settled for the last half of his 73 years. His dramatic, expressive style blended 
both Eastern traditions and Western innovations, building on mystical iconic imagery to 

depict often elongated human forms, preferring loosely applied colour over strict form and 
unabashedly conveying human emotion, sometimes extravagantly. 

 

This image, originally part of a mutli-panelled altarpiece at a seminary, captures the scene 
described in Acts 2.  On the day of Pentecost Jesus’ small band of disciples and close friends 

are ‘all together in one place,’ having been told by him after his resurrection not to leave 
Jerusalem and to wait for baptism by the Holy Spirit ‘not many days from now’ (Acts 1:5).   

As Acts records, ‘suddenly from heaven there came a sound like the rush of a violent wind, 
and it filled the entire house where they were sitting. Divided tongues, as of fire, appeared 
among them, and a tongue rested on each of them.  All of them were filled with the Holy 
Spirit and began to speak in other languages, as the Spirit gave them ability’ (Acts 2:1-4). 

 
This moment was one of profound spiritual significance. From then onwards, this 

rudderless, disheartened and flawed set of characters was empowered to preach the good 
news of the Gospel fearlessly and to alleviate suffering with great compassion. In the 

process, and in defiance of then prevailing authorities (and also of all probabilities), they 
established the worldwide church as the living and continuing body of Christ. 

 

El Greco places these characters in a narrow composition with darkened walls, emphasising 
that they had taken refuge in an out of the way, upstairs room (as Acts 1 tells us), into 
which the Holy Spirit (represented by a dove) descends, bathed in glorious light. While 

necessarily silent in nature, the image still conveys the impact of the rushing wind, through 
billowing garments and particularly the two reeling figures in the foreground, knocked 

backwards by its force.  In response to the tongues of fire, the characters’ bodies and faces 
become almost like flames, twisting and turning and inexorably drawn upwards, perhaps to 
signal the detonating impact of this transformative moment.  It is striking to consider that 
‘the same Spirit’ (1 Corinthians 12:4) can be within us today and, if freely operating, how 

unimaginable its impact as a force for good might be.   
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The Greeting 
The Lord be with you 
And also with you 
 
Alleluia. Christ is risen 
He is risen indeed. Alleluia 
 
The minister welcomes everyone  
 

Hymn – Come Down, O Love Divine 
 

Come down, O Love divine! 
seek out this soul of mine 
and visit it with your own ardour glowing; 
O Comforter, draw near, 
within my heart appear, 
and kindle it, your holy flame bestowing. 
 
O let it freely burn 
till earthly passions turn 
to dust and ashes in its heat consuming; 
and let your glorious light 
shine ever on my sight, 
and make my pathway clear, by your illuming. 
 
Let holy charity 
mine outward vesture be, 
and lowliness become mine inner clothing; 
true lowliness of heart 
which takes the humbler part, 
and o’er its own shortcomings weeps with loathing. 
 
And so the yearning strong 
with which the soul will long 
shall far surpass the power of human telling; 
for none can guess its grace 
till we become the place 
in which the Holy Spirit makes his dwelling. 
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Prayers of Penitence 
What God has prepared for those who love him, 
he has revealed to us through the Spirit; 
for the Spirit searches everything. 
Therefore, let us in penitence open our hearts to the Lord, 
who has prepared good things for those who love him. 
 
We have lived by our own strength, 
and not by the power of your resurrection. 
In your mercy, forgive us. 
Lord, hear us and help us. 
 
We have lived by the light of our own eyes, 
as faithless and not believing. 
In your mercy, forgive us. 
Lord, hear us and help us. 
 
We have lived for this world alone, 
and doubted our home in heaven. 
In your mercy, forgive us. 
Lord, hear us and help us. 
 
Listen, for the Lord who created you says: 
I forgive you, 
forgive others, 
forgive yourself, 
be at peace. 

Reading 
Acts 2 1-12 

The Coming of the Holy Spirit 
When the day of Pentecost had come, they were all together in one place. And 
suddenly from heaven there came a sound like the rush of a violent wind, and it filled 
the entire house where they were sitting. Divided tongues, as of fire, appeared among 
them, and a tongue rested on each of them. All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit 
and began to speak in other languages, as the Spirit gave them ability. 

Now there were devout Jews from every nation under heaven living in Jerusalem. And 
at this sound the crowd gathered and was bewildered, because each one heard them 
speaking in the native language of each. Amazed and astonished, they asked, “Are not 
all these who are speaking Galileans? And how is it that we hear, each of us, in our 
own native language? Parthians, Medes, Elamites, and residents of Mesopotamia, 
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Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts 
of Libya belonging to Cyrene, and visitors from Rome, both Jews and 
proselytes, Cretans and Arabs—in our own languages we hear them speaking about 
God’s deeds of power.” All were amazed and perplexed, saying to one another, “What 
does this mean?” 

Sermon 
 

The Creed 
 

Let us declare our faith in the resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
 

Christ died for our sins 
in accordance with the Scriptures; 
he was buried; 
he was raised to life on the third day 
in accordance with the Scriptures; 
afterwards he appeared to his followers,  
and to all the apostles; 
this we have received, 
and this we believe. Amen. 
 

        Prayers of Intercession 
 

The Peace 
 

God has made us one in Christ. 
He has set his seal upon us and, as a pledge of what is to come, 
has given the Spirit to dwell in our hearts.  
 
The peace of the Lord be always with you 
And also with you 
 

 
Preparation of the Table 

 
The Lord be with you 
and also with you. 
 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
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Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give thanks and praise. 
 
It is indeed right, it is our duty and our joy, 
always and everywhere to give you thanks, 
holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, 
through Jesus Christ, your only Son our Lord. 
 
This day we give you thanks 
because in fulfilment of your promise 
you pour out your Spirit upon us, 
filling us with your gifts, leading us into all truth, 
and uniting peoples of many tongues in the confession of one faith. 
Your Spirit gives us grace to call you Father, 
to proclaim your gospel to all nations 
and to serve you as a royal priesthood. 
 
Therefore we join our voices with angels and archangels, 
and with all those in whom the Spirit dwells, 
to proclaim the glory of your name, 
for ever praising you and saying: 
 
Holy, holy, holy Lord, 
God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
 

Accept our praises, heavenly Father, 
through your Son our Saviour Jesus Christ, 
and as we follow his example and obey his command, 
grant that by the power of your Holy Spirit 
these gifts of bread and wine 
may be to us his body and his blood; 
who, in the same night that he was betrayed, 
took bread and gave you thanks; 
he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you; 
do this in remembrance of me. 
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In the same way, after supper 
he took the cup and gave you thanks; 
he gave it to them, saying: 
Drink this, all of you; 
this is my blood of the new covenant, 
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 
Do this, as often as you drink it, 
in remembrance of me. 
 
Therefore, heavenly Father, 
we remember his offering of himself 
made once for all upon the cross; 
we proclaim his mighty resurrection and glorious ascension; 
we look for the coming of your kingdom, 
and with this bread and this cup 
we make the memorial of Christ your Son our Lord. 
 

Great is the mystery of faith: 
 
Christ has died: 
Christ is risen: 
Christ will come again. 
 
Accept through him, our great high priest, 
this our sacrifice of thanks and praise, 
and as we eat and drink these holy gifts 
in the presence of your divine majesty, 
renew us by your Spirit, 
inspire us with your love 
and unite us in the body of your Son, 
Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 
 
Through him, and with him, and in him, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
with all who stand before you in earth and heaven, 
we worship you, Father almighty, 
in songs of everlasting praise: 
 
Blessing and honour and glory and power 
be yours for ever and ever.  Amen. 
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The Lord’s Prayer 
As our Saviour has taught us so we pray: 
 

Our Father in heaven 
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 
on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 
as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Lead us not into temptation 
but deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power  
and the glory are yours now and for ever.  Amen. 

 
Breaking of the Bread 

We break this bread 
to share in the body of Christ. 
 
Though we are many, we are one body, 
because we all share in one bread. 

 
 

Giving of Communion 
 
Alleluia.  Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us. 
Therefore let us keep the feast.  Alleluia 
 

 
Prayer after Communion 

We say this prayer together 
 
God of Life, 
Who for our redemption did give your only begotten Son 
To the death of the cross, 
And by his glorious resurrection  
Has delivered us from the power of our enemy 
Grant us so to die daily to sin 
That we may evermore live with him in the joy of his risen life; 
Through Jesus Christ our Lord   Amen 
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Hymn – Shine Jesus Shine 
Lord, the light of your love is shining 
In the midst of the darkness, shining 
Jesus, Light of the world, shine upon us 
Set us free by the truth you now bring us 
Shine on me, shine on me 
 
Shine, Jesus, shine 
Fill this land with the Father's glory 
Blaze, Spirit, blaze 
Set our hearts on fire 
Flow, river, flow 
Flood the nations with grace and mercy 
Send forth your word 
Lord, and let there be light 
 
Lord, I come to your awesome presence 
From the shadows into your radiance 
By the blood I may enter your brightness 
Search me, try me, consume all my darkness 
Shine on me, shine on me 
 
Shine, Jesus, shine 
Fill this land with the Father's glory 
Blaze, Spirit, blaze 
Set our hearts on fire 
Flow, river, flow 
Flood the nations with grace and mercy 
Send forth your word 
Lord, and let there be light 
 
As we gaze on your kingly brightness 
So our faces display your likeness 
Ever changing from glory to glory 
Mirrored here may our lives tell your story 
Shine on me, shine on me 
 
Shine, Jesus, shine 
Fill this land with the Father's glory 
Blaze, Spirit, blaze 



10 

Set our hearts on fire 
Flow, river, flow 
Flood the nations with grace and mercy 
Send forth your word 
Lord, and let there be light 
 
Shine, Jesus, shine 
Fill this land with the Father's glory 
Blaze, Spirit, blaze 
Set our hearts on fire 
Flow, river, flow 
Flood the nations with grace and mercy 
Send forth your word 
Lord, and let there be light 
 
 

 

The Dismissal 
 

The Spirit of truth lead you into all truth 
Give you grace to confess that Jesus Christ is Lord 
And strengthen you to proclaim the work and works of God  
And the blessing of God almighty, 
The Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, 
Be among you and remain with you always.  Amen 
 

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.  
In the name of Christ! 
 
Amen 
 
 
Materials for this service were taken from:  
Common Worship:Services and Prayers for the Church of England; CHP 2000 
 


