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The Newborn Christ 
Georges de la Tour, c 1645 

Musée des Beaux-Arts, Rennes 
 

Only a few details of Georges de la Tour’s life are known. In adulthood he lived in the present day 
region of Lorraine in North-eastern France, where he grew prosperous by painting conventional 

genre and religious scenes that appealed to wealthy merchants as patrons. In mid-career, probably 
after seeing Dutch prints or paintings influenced by Caravaggio’s seminal work and its stark 

contrasts between light and dark, de la Tour’s style evolved significantly. Yet while Caravaggio had 
emphasised characters and scenes of physical energy and raw realism revealed by the application 
of light, de la Tour’s subjects - usually drawn around a single source of light - are typically almost 

sculptural in their serenity and stillness. 
 

In this scene the figures emerge from deep, pervasive darkness into the surprisingly bright, warm 
light of a single candle, held by St Anne (considered in apocryphal literature to be the mother of 
Mary) but with its flame obscured from view. Mary, motionless and lost in thought, cradles the 
child Jesus, conceived sovereignly yet delivered humbly, perhaps pondering ‘all these things…in 

her heart’ (Luke 2:19).  Meanwhile, St Anne’s right hand is raised in a gesture of honour and 
reverence, signalling the significance of this newborn child despite the obscure circumstances of his 

birth. 
 

While the baby is himself illuminated by the candlelight, he also appears to reflect it with greater 
intensity, with the luminosity of St Anne’s white clothing depicted more strikingly than any other 
detail of the image.  Visually this brilliance anticipates Jesus’ assertion in adulthood that he is ‘the 
light of the world’ (John 8:12) - therefore the source of all that sustains life, all that reveals truth 

and all that shows the way. 
 

On this Christmas Day, after a barren and fraught year in 2020, we can celebrate anew the gift of 
this child, who identifies fully with the human condition and sympathises entirely with our 
weaknesses (Phil 2:7 and Heb 4:15).  We can also rest in his promise that no darkness can 

ultimately overcome his light (John 1:5). Relying on the strength and sustenance of his Spirit, may 
we join the Psalmist in saying ‘You, O Lord, keep my lamp burning; my God turns my  

darkness into light.’  (Ps 18:28). 
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Welcome & Introduction 
The Minister greets the people 
 
The Lord be with you 
and also with you. 

 

Congregational Carol – O come, all ye faithful 
O come, all ye faithful, 
joyful and triumphant 
O come ye, o come ye to Bethlehem 
come and behold him 
born the King of Angels. 
O come, let us adore him,  
O come, let us adore him,  
O come, let us adore him,  
Christ the Lord. 
 

God of God, Light of Light;  
lo, he abhors not the virgin’s womb;  
very God, 
begotten not created; 
Refrain 
 

Sing, choirs of angels, 
sing in exultation,  
sing, all ye citizens of heaven above!  
Glory to God 
in the highest: 
Refrain 
 
Yea, Lord, we greet thee, 
born this happy morning:  
Jesus, to thee be all glory given;  
word of the Father, 
now in flesh appearing; 
Refrain 
 

Prayer of Penitence 
Hear the words of the angel to Joseph: 
‘You shall call his name Jesus 
For he will save his people from their sins.’ 
Therefore let us seek the forgiveness of God 
Through Jesus the Saviour of the world. 
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Almighty God, our heavenly Father,  
we have sinned against you 
and against our neighbour 
in thought and word and deed,  
through negligence, through weakness,  
through our own deliberate fault.  
We are truly sorry 
and repent of all our sins. 
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 
who died for us, 
forgive us all that is past 
and grant that we may serve you in newness of life  
to the glory of your name. 
Amen.  
 
Almighty God, 
who forgives all who truly repent, 
have mercy upon you, 
pardon and deliver you from all your sins, 
confirm and strengthen you in all goodness, 
and keep you in life eternal; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 

The Collect 
Lord Jesus Christ 
Your birth at Bethlehem 
Draws us to kneel in wonder at heaven touching earth; 
Accept our heartfelt praise 
As we worship you, 
Our Saviour and our eternal God 
 

Lighting of the Advent Candles 
 

Readings 
 

Isaiah 9:2-7 
At the end the reader will say 
 
This is the word of the Lord  
Thanks be to God 
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Luke 2:1-20 
The Gospel is announced with these words 
 
Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
At the end the reader will say 
 
This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ 
 

Congregational Carol - Once in royal David's city 
 
Once in royal David's city 
stood a lowly cattle shed, 
where a mother laid her baby 
in a manger for his bed: 
Mary was that Mother mild, 
Jesus Christ her little child. 
 
He came down to earth from heaven 
who is God and Lord of all, 
and his shelter was a stable, 
and his cradle was a stall; 
with the poor and mean and lowly 
lived on earth our Saviour holy. 
 
And through all his wondrous childhood 
he would honour and obey, 
love and watch the lowly Maiden, 
in whose gentle arms he lay: 
Christian children all must be 
mild, obedient, good as he. 
Not in that poor lowly stable, 
with the oxen standing by, 
we shall see him; but in heaven, 
set at God's right hand on high; 
where like stars his children crowned 
all in white shall wait around. 

 
Sermon 
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The Apostles Creed 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. 
 
Amen 

Prayers of Intercession 
 
Please sit or kneel. The intercessions will include the response: 
Lord in your mercy, 
Hear our prayer. 
 
Merciful Father 
Accept these prayers 
For the sake of your Son 
Our Saviour Jesus Christ 
Amen 

The Peace 
 

Unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given, 
and his name shall be called the Prince of Peace. 
 
The peace of the Lord be always with you 
and also with you. 
 
No sign of peace is exchanged except between house-hold 
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Congregational Carol - O little town of Bethlehem 
 
O little town of Bethlehem, 
how still we see thee lie! 
Above thy deep and dreamless sleep 
the silent stars go by. 
Yet in thy dark streets shineth 
the everlasting light; 
the hopes and fears of all the years 
are met in thee tonight. 
 
O morning stars, together 
proclaim the holy birth, 
And praises sing to God the King, 
and peace to men on earth; 
For Christ is born of Mary; 
and gathered all above, 
while mortals sleep, the angels keep 
their watch of wondering love. 
 
How silently, how silently, 
the wondrous gift is given! 
So God imparts to human hearts 
the blessings of his heaven. 
No ear may hear his coming; 
but in this world of sin, 
where meek souls will receive him, still 
the dear Christ enters in. 
 
O holy Child of Bethlehem 
descend to us, we pray; 
cast out our sin and enter in, 
be born to us today. 
We hear the Christmas angels 
the great glad tidings tell: 
O come to us, abide with us, 
our Lord Emmanuel. 
 

The Eucharistic Prayer 
The minister says 
The Lord be with you 
and also with you. 



 

8 

Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give thanks and praise 
 
And now we give you thanks  
Because, by the power of the Holy Spirit, 
He took our nature upon him 
And was born of the Virgin Mary his mother 
That being himself without sin 
He might make us clean from all sin. 
 
Blessed are you, Lord God, our light and our salvation; 
to you be glory and praise for ever. 
 
From the beginning you have created all things 
and all your works echo the silent music of your praise. 
In the fullness of time you made us in your image, 
the crown of all creation. 
 
You give us breath and speech, that with angels  
and archangels and all the powers of heaven 
we may find a voice to sing your praise: 
 
All say the Sanctus  
 
Holy, holy, holy Lord 
God of power and might 
Heaven and earth are full of your glory 
Hosanna in the highest 
 
How wonderful the work of your hands, O Lord. 
As a mother tenderly gathers her children, 
you embraced a people as your own. 
When they turned away and rebelled 
your love remained steadfast. 
 
From them you raised up Jesus our Saviour,  
born of Mary, to be the living bread, 
in whom all our hungers are satisfied. 
 



 

9 

He offered his life for sinners, 
and with a love stronger than death 
he opened wide his arms on the cross. 
 
On the night before he died, 
he came to supper with his friends 
and, taking bread, he gave you thanks. 
He broke it and gave it to them, saying: 
Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you; 
do this in remembrance of me. 
 
At the end of supper, taking the cup of wine, 
he gave you thanks, and said: 
Drink this, all of you; this is my blood of the new  
covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the  
forgiveness of sins. 
Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me. 
 
Great is the mystery of faith: 
 

Christ has died: 
Christ is risen: 
Christ will come again. 
 

Father, we plead with confidence 
his sacrifice made once for all upon the cross; 
we remember his dying and rising in glory, 
and we rejoice that he intercedes for us at your  
right hand. 
 
Pour out your Holy Spirit as we bring before you 
these gifts of your creation; 
may they be for us the body and blood of your dear Son. 
 
As we eat and drink these holy things in your presence, 
form us in the likeness of Christ, 
and build us into a living temple to your glory. 
 
Bring us at the last with all the saints 
to the vision of that eternal splendour 
for which you have created us; 
through Jesus Christ, our Lord, 
by whom, with whom, and in whom, 
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with all who stand before you in earth and heaven, 
we worship you, Father almighty, in songs of  
everlasting praise: 
 
Blessing and honour and glory and power 
be yours for ever and ever. 
Amen. 
 
Please sit                                                    

 
The Lord’s Prayer  

Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name. 
Your Kingdom come,  
your will be done,  
on earth as in heaven 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins, 
as we forgive those who sin against us.  
Lead us not into temptation,  
but deliver us from evil.  
For the kingdom,  
the power and the glory are yours.  
Now and forever. 
Amen. 

Breaking of the Bread 
 
The minister breaks the consecrated bread. 
 
We break this bread 
to share in the body of Christ. 
Though we are many, we are one body, 
because we all share in one bread. 

 
Giving of Communion 

 
Draw near with faith. 
Receive the body of our Lord Jesus Christ 
which he gave for you, 
and his blood which he shed for you. 
Eat and drink in remembrance that he died for you, 
and feed on him in your hearts by faith with thanksgiving. 
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The minister and people receive communion. Anyone who is baptised and 
worships at a church which recognises the Holy Trinity, at which they are 
permitted to take communion, and are in good standing with their own 
Church, may receive it here. To receive a blessing instead of communion, please 
bring up your service sheet.   

Prayer after Communion 
 
Son of Mary, Son of God, 
we have joined the worship of the angels; 
may we never lose that heavenly vision. 
Like the shepherds, 
we have rejoiced at the news of your birth; 
help us to proclaim that message in word and deed, 
to your praise and glory. 
Amen. 

Notices 
 

Congregational Carol - Hark! the herald angels sing 
 

Hark! the herald angels sing, 
glory to the new-born King! 
Peace on earth, and mercy mild, 
God and sinners reconciled. 
Joyful, all ye nations, rise, 
join the triumph of the skies; 
with the angelic host proclaim:  
Christ is born in Bethlehem.  
Hark! the herald angels sing 
Glory to the new-born King!  
 
Christ, by highest heaven adored, 
Christ, the everlasting Lord, 
late in time behold him come, 
offspring of the Virgin's womb. 
Veiled in flesh the Godhead see! 
Hail the incarnate Deity! 
Pleased as man with man to dwell, 
Jesus, our Emmanuel:  
Hark! the herald angels sing 
Glory to the new-born King!  
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Hail the heaven-born Prince of Peace!  
Hail the Son of Righteousness!  
Light and life to all he brings,  
risen with healing in his wings;  
mild he lays his glory by,  
born that man no more may die,  
born to raise the sons of earth,  
born to give them second birth:  
Hark! The herald angels sing 
"Glory to the new-born King!" 

Blessing 
 

Christ who by his incarnation gathered into one 
Things earthly and heavenly, 
Fill you with peace and goodwill 
And make you partakers of the divine nature 
 
And the blessing of God almighty, 
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 
be among you and remain with you always. 

Amen 
 

Dismissal 
 

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord 
In the name of Christ Amen 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Material for this service was taken from Common Worship, CHP 2000 & Common 
Worship: Times and Seasons, CHP 2006, New Patterns for Worship, CHP 2002 & The 

Additional Eucharistic Prayer CHP 2012 
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