
The beauty of Luke's story is well known to us all. It is the magic 
of Christmas.  The story recalls the time honoured images of 
Jesus in the manger; the pastoral images of shepherds coming to 
see him; gentle animals gazing at the Holy family. Portrayed in 
nativity plays up and down the country where proud parents gaze 
on their offspring playing the second sheep or third star. 

 

To most it is as magical and appropriate to Christmas as Frozen 
or the Snowman.  The images we see all around us of Mary and 
Joseph looking beatifically down at their firstborn are as 
Christmas as the TV schedule. I noticed yesterday that It’s a 
wonderful life was preceded by A Christmas Carol and followed 
by The Snowman, so no doubt what time of year it is.  

But what is The Magic of Christmas. If we look at the old meaning 

of magic before it was adopted by Disney It was the use of 

special powers to make things happen that would usually be 

impossible, 

And that is much closer to what Christmas is really all about. 

 

Christmas is about God coming to earth. In the Old Testament 
God shows himself in cloud and fire, in a burning bush and in 
thunder so why now in this low key setting? 

And the word that comes to mind first is humble. It is the humility 
of the setting that is so remarkable.   

 

In almost all places humble is used in the Bible it refers to 
peoples attitude to God. In Kings 21. It says ‘Because Ahab has 
humbled himself before me, I will not bring the disaster in his 
days’ and time after time it talks about the people humbling 
themselves before god and God forgiving them. But then in the 
New Testament there is a turnaround. In Philippians Paul says 
about Jesus ‘he humbled himself and became obedient to the 
point of death—even death on a cross. And this in Luke is not the 
chocolate box image we usually get. This is God coming to earth 



as a human being. This is God being humble enough to come to 
earth in the most lowly of circumstances, amongst ordinary 
people with the smell and dirt of animals all around and in the 
midst of the pain and anguish of childbirth.  

And this is evidenced by the angels choosing the shepherds to 
be the first witnesses of God being born into the world. Things 
are obviously extraordinary when some of the least in society 
proclaim a mystery that is about to transform the lives of millions.  

Jesus does not become God, Jesus is God even as a baby and 
God has chosen to come to earth to become incarnate as we 
say, not despite his greatness but because of his inherent 
humility.  

As the Rev Oliver O’Donovan says “Naturally, it is paradoxical to 
speak of God as humble and self-effacing, but that is simply what 
the gospel teaches us to do, forcing us to revise all our natural 
conceptions of God’s glory. God does not cease to be glorious 
and awe-inspiring and majestic because He is humble: it is our 
mistake to imagine that there is no place for lowliness within true 
majesty. True majesty is not afraid to stoop, because it cannot be 
destroyed or lessened by stooping." 

The second point about the incarnation is the absolute 
faithfulness of God. In Psalm 25.it says ‘All the paths of the Lord 
are steadfast love and faithfulness, for those who keep his 
covenant and his decrees.’ Steadfast and faithful throughout the 
Old Testament God may punish and chastise but He never 
forgets or gives up on us. And finally through the incarnation of 
Jesus God shows his commitment to us fully. He has come to 
walk amongst us, to lead from the front, to face and experience 
all the troubles and problems that we do. He is showing he is not 
a God like the Roman or Greek Gods who look down at man from 
on high. He has come to walk in our shoes. To carry us when we 
need him most and to die for us when that is necessary. 



What incredible things Mary must have pondered in her heart as 
she rested from delivering Jesus and struggled to care for him, as 
new mothers do. 

And what incredible things the incarnation tells us about God. But 
we must not forget what it also tells us about humans, about 
ourselves. As Jesus is both perfectly divine and perfectly human 
He is to us the perfect demonstration of what humans are 
intended to be.  

 

And surely it is only by humbling ourselves and suffering for 
others as he did that we can become like him. It is the 
commitment and involvement of God in coming amongst us that 
guides us.  Isn’t that amazing? God not only created us but he 
cares for us and loves us so much that he became one of us and 
the gift that he gave us at Christmas was himself. Because he 
believed so much in what he had created in his image that he 
wanted to make it perfect and the only way he could achieve that 
was to come down and work on us directly 

So as Mary watched the world, that had already been so radically 
changed become even stranger and more filled with mystery. 
There seemed no ending to the ways that God was turning her 
and Joseph's lives upside down. 

This is the mystery of Christmas, God so wants us to be perfect 
that he sent his son to walk amongst us and show us how to be 
human.  

Amen 

 

 


