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Adoration of the Magi 

Andrea Mantegna, c1495-1505 
Collection of The J. Paul Getty Museum, Los Angeles 

 
In the traditional church calendar, the season of Epiphany, or ‘manifestation,’ occurs immediately after 
Advent and commemorates the journey of the Magi to visit and give honour to the young Christ child, 
guided by a star. It celebrates what has been interpreted as the occasion of Christ’s first manifestation 

 to Gentiles. 
  

Mantegna’s composition of figures and objects in this painting is compressed within a confined space. It 
therefore mimics ancient Roman reliefs in style, while also concentrating attention on its central character 
and those drawn to his orbit in worship. Put in a more contemporary fashion, it is as if the film-maker’s 

camera has focused entirely on a critical character at a pivot point in story-telling and lingered there almost 
as a freeze frame for impact. Distemper on linen was used as the medium, allowing for the rendering of 

very fine details, such as the folds in cloth headgear and even of individual hairs in the kneeling figure’s fur 
collar; its use also gives the painting a fresco-like, almost translucent appearance.   

  

While Mary and Joseph wear simple garments, the Magi are dressed exotically and they offer gifts of great 
refinement. The objects they hold would have been exchanged between courts in the 15th century and 

reflect the diplomatic practices of the day, with the delicate Chinese porcelain cup being presented to the 
child of particular note. Such a rare and fragile object, transported from the absolute limit of the then 

known world, would have been the most prized possession of a discerning collector of the era. 
  

Although he is the unquestioned centre of the image, the child himself - born of peasant parents in deeply 
humble circumstances - is depicted with restrained simplicity. Yet he has magnetically drawn Kings 

representing diverse races and regions across great distances to pay him homage. Also, with no exercise of 
power other than a gentle raising of his hand in blessing, he commands the undivided attention, indeed 
adoration, of his visible superiors in age, sophistication, wealth and wisdom. Consequently this brilliant 
depiction captures not only a dramatic point in the Gospel narratives of Jesus’ early life, but also both 

anticipates and underscores the truth of the Paul’s claim in Philippians that, at the conclusion of his earthly 
life, ‘God exalted him to the highest place and gave him the name that is above every name,  that at the 

name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, and every tongue 
acknowledge that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.’ (Phil 2:9-11)  
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The minister greets the people                               The Greeting 
 
The Lord be with you 
and also with you. 

Hymn – As with Gladness Men of Old 
 
As with gladness men of old 
did the guiding star behold, 
as with joy they hailed its light, 
leading onward, beaming bright; 
so, most gracious Lord, may we 
evermore be led to thee. 
 
As with joyful steps they sped, 
to that lowly manger-bed, 
there to bend the knee before 
him whom heaven and earth adore; 
so may we with willing feet 
ever seek thy mercy-seat. 
 
As they offered gifts most rare 
at that manger rude and bare, 
so may we with holy joy, 
pure and free from sin's alloy, 
all our costliest treasures bring, 
Christ, to thee, our heavenly King. 
 
Holy Jesu, every day 
keep us in the narrow way, 
and, when earthly things are past, 
bring our ransomed souls at last 
where they need no star to guide, 
where no clouds thy glory hide. 
 
In the heavenly country bright 
need they no created light; 
thou its light, its joy, its crown, 
thou its sun which goes not down; 
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there for ever may we sing 
alleluias to our King. 

Prayers of Penitence 
 
Please sit                                           
The minister uses this invitation 
 
The grace of the Lord has dawned upon the world 
Through our saviour Jesus Christ 
Who sacrificed himself for us to purify a people as his own 
 
Let us confess our sins in penitence and faith, 
firmly resolved to keep God’s commandments 
and to live in love and peace with all. 
 

Almighty God, our heavenly Father, 
we have sinned against you 
and against our neighbour 
in thought and word and deed, 
through negligence, through weakness, 
through our own deliberate fault. 
We are truly sorry 
and repent of all our sins. 
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 
who died for us, 
forgive us all that is past 
and grant that we may serve you in newness of life 
to the glory of your name. Amen. 
 

The minister says 
 

Almighty God, 
who forgives all who truly repent, 
have mercy upon you, 
pardon and deliver you from all your sins, 
confirm and strengthen you in all goodness, 
and keep you in life eternal; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
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The Collect 
God our creator, 
who in the beginning 
commanded the light to shine out of darkness: 
we pray that the light of the glorious gospel of Christ 
may dispel the darkness of ignorance and unbelief, 
shine into the hearts of all your people, 
and reveal the knowledge of your glory 
in the face of Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 
who is alive and reigns with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. 

Reading – Colossians 4  1-17 
Katherine Impey 

 
4 1 Masters, treat your slaves justly and fairly, for you know that you 
also have a Master in heaven. 
 
Further Instructions 
2 Devote yourselves to prayer, keeping alert in it with 
thanksgiving. 3 At the same time pray for us as well that God will 
open to us a door for the word, that we may declare the mystery of 
Christ, for which I am in prison, 4 so that I may reveal it clearly, as I 
should. 5 Conduct yourselves wisely toward outsiders, making the 
most of the time. 6 Let your speech always be gracious, seasoned 
with salt, so that you may know how you ought to answer everyone. 
 
Final Greetings and Benediction  
7 Tychicus will tell you all the news about me; he is a beloved 
brother, a faithful minister, and a fellow servant in the Lord. 8 I have 
sent him to you for this very purpose, so that you may know how we 
are and that he may encourage your hearts; 9 he is coming with 
Onesimus, the faithful and beloved brother, who is one of you. They 
will tell you about everything here.10 Aristarchus my  Cfellow 
prisoner greets you, as does Mark the cousin of Barnabas, 
concerning whom you have received instructions—if he comes to 
you, welcome him. 11 And Jesus who is called Justus greets you. 
These are the only ones of the circumcision among my co-workers 
for the kingdom of God, and they have been a comfort to 
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me. 12 Epaphras, who is one of you, a servant of Christ Jesus, 
greets you. He is always wrestling in his prayers on your behalf, so 
that you may stand mature and fully assured in everything that God 
wills. 13 For I testify for him that he has worked hard for you and for 
those in Laodicea and in Hierapolis. 14 Luke, the beloved physician, 
and Demas greet you. 15 Give my greetings to the brothers and 
sisters in Laodicea, and to Nympha and the church in her 
house. 16 And when this letter has been read among you, have it 
read also in the church of the Laodiceans; and see that you read 
also the letter from Laodicea. 17 And say to Archippus, “See that you 
complete the task that you have received in the Lord.” 
 

Sermon 
 

The Apostles Creed 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the Virgin Mary,  
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again;  
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. 
Amen. 

 
Prayers of Intercession 

Tony Gaster 
At the end we say 
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Merciful Father, 
Accept these prayers 
for the sake of your Son, 
our Saviour Jesus Christ. 
Amen. 

The Peace 
 
Our Saviour Jesus Christ is the Prince of Peace 
Of the increase of his government and of peace 
There shall be no end 
 
The peace of the Lord be always with you 
And also with you. 
 
Let us offer one another a sign of peace. 

 
Preparation of the Table 

The Lord be with you 
and also with you. 
 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give thanks and praise.	
 
And now we give you thanks 
because, in the incarnation of the Word 
a new light has dawned upon the world 
that all the nations may be brought out of darkness 
to see the radiance of your glory 
 
 
Holy, holy, holy Lord, 
God of power and God of might, 
Heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest; 
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How wonderful the work of your hands, O Lord. 
As a mother tenderly gathers her children, 
you embraced a people as your own. 
When they turned away and rebelled 
your love remained steadfast. 
From them you raised up Jesus our Saviour,  
born of Mary, to be the living bread, 
in whom all our hungers are satisfied. 
He offered his life for sinners, 
and with a love stronger than death 
he opened wide his arms on the cross. 
 
On the night before he died, 
he came to supper with his friends 
and, taking bread, he gave you thanks. 
He broke it and gave it to them, saying: 
Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you; 
do this in remembrance of me. 
 
At the end of supper, taking the cup of wine, 
he gave you thanks, and said: 
Drink this, all of you; this is my blood of the new  
covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the  
forgiveness of sins. 
Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me. 
 
Great is the mystery of faith: 
 
Christ has died: 
Christ is risen: 
Christ will come again. 
 
Father, we plead with confidence 
his sacrifice made once for all upon the cross; 
we remember his dying and rising in glory, 
and we rejoice that he intercedes for us at your  
right hand. 
 
Pour out your Holy Spirit as we bring before you 
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these gifts of your creation; 
may they be for us the body and blood of your dear Son. 
 
As we eat and drink these holy things in your presence, 
form us in the likeness of Christ, 
and build us into a living temple to your glory. 
 
Bring us at the last with all the saints 
to the vision of that eternal splendour 
for which you have created us; 
through Jesus Christ, our Lord, 
by whom, with whom, and in whom, 
with all who stand before you in earth and heaven, 
we worship you, Father almighty, in songs of  
everlasting praise: 
 
Blessing and honour and glory and power 
be yours for ever and ever. 
Amen. 

The Lord’s Prayer 
 
Let us pray with confidence as our Saviour has taught us 
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name; 
thy kingdom come; 
thy will be done; 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation; 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
the power and the glory, 
for ever and ever. 
Amen. 
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Breaking of the Bread 
 
We break this bread 
to share in the body of Christ. 
Though we are many, we are one body, 
because we all share in one bread. 

Giving of Communion	
 
God’s holy gifts  
For God’s holy people 
Jesus Christ is holy 
Jesus Christ is Lord 
To the glory of God the Father 
 

Prayer after Communion	
Almighty God,	
we thank you for feeding us	
with the body and blood of your Son Jesus Christ.	
Through him we offer you our souls and bodies	
to be a living sacrifice.	
Send us out	in the power of your Spirit	
to live and work	to your praise and glory.		Amen.	

 
The Notices 

 
Hymn – Brightest and best of the sons of the morning 

 
Brightest and best of the sons of the morning, 
dawn on our darkness, and lend us thine aid; 
star of the east, the horizon adorning, 
guide where our infant Redeemer is laid. 
 
Cold on his cradle the dew-drops are shining; 
low lies his head with the beasts of the stall; 
angels adore him in slumber reclining, 
Maker and Monarch and Saviour of all. 
 
Say, shall we yield him, in costly devotion, 
odours of Edom, and offerings divine, 
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gems of the mountain and pearls of the ocean, 
myrrh from the forest, or gold from the mine? 
 
Vainly we offer each ample oblation, 
vainly with gifts would his favour secure: 
richer by far is the heart's adoration, 
dearer to God are the prayers of the poor. 
 
Brightest and best of the sons of the morning, 
dawn on our darkness, and lend us thine aid; 
star of the east, the horizon adorning, 
guide where our infant Redeemer is laid. 
 
 

Blessing 
 

 
Christ the Son of God perfect in you the image of his glory and 
gladden your hearts with the good news of his kingdom 
And the blessing of God almighty,	
The Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 
Be among you and remain with you always. 
Amen. 

Dismissal 
 
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
In the name of Christ. Amen. 
 
The hymns for this service were recorded remotely by the Choral 
Scholars of St Martin-in-the-Fields in their homes, and edited 
together. 
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This booklet is for use in the Parish of Itchen Valley, which comprises the 
churches of St Mary’s Avington, St John the Baptist, Itchen Abbas,  

St Mary’s Easton and St Swithun’s Martyr Worthy 


