
 1 

  
Minutes of the Annual Meeting of the Parishioners and the 
Annual Parochial Church Meeting for the Parish of the Itchen 
Valley held via Zoom on Wednesday 30 September 2020. 

   
 
 
 

Annual Meeting of the Parishioners 
 
The meeting, delayed to September from March because of the pandemic, was opened on Zoom 
by the Rector, Alex Pease.  He explained that there are two meetings, the Annual Meeting of 
Parishioners. at which everyone who lives in the parish can participate, followed by the APCM 
for those on the Parish Electoral Roll. There were about 45 parishioners present on Zoom. 
 
1. Apologies (for this meeting and the following meeting): Apologies included Emily and Philip 
Windsor-Aubrey, Gavin and Adrienne Edgerley Harris, Guy Green. 
 
2.  Minutes of last meeting:  These were passed unanimously and signed 
 
Matters arising:  There were no matters arising. 
 
3.  Election of Churchwardens:  Forms had previously been submitted with nominations and 
seconders for the election of the following parishioners as Churchwardens: 
 
Martyr Worthy:    Robin Greenwood, Sara Mason  
Easton:         Theo Mezger; Chris Ellis  
Itchen Abbas:      Tony Gaster, Sarah Hunt 
Avington:        Dan Day Robinson 
 
There being only seven Churchwardens nominated and seconded they were declared appointed.  
Tribute was paid to Nick Owen with a small presentation and to Vanessa Rosewell who had 
been presented with a tribute at the Easton DCC. They were both sincerely thanked for their 
outstanding contributions as Churchwardens. 
 
Alex thanked  the Churchwardens for all they have done over the past year. 
 
 
The Annual Meeting of the Parishioners ended. 
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The Annual Parochial Church Meeting 
 
1. Minutes of the last meeting:  These were passed unanimously and signed. 
 
2.  Matters arising:  The Rector thanked everyone for rising to the challenge of COVID19.  
 
3.  Report on Electoral Roll:  Simon Ffennell reported 169 on the Electoral Roll (an increase of 
8), of which 20 are non-resident in the parish. 
 
4.  Annual Report 2019: The Rector expressed delight that there are so many positives to report 
in the record of the activity in the parish this year. The diocese is impressed with the dynamism 
in the parish. There are diocese plans for changes to deployment of clergy, with more emphasis 
on appointments in the cities and market towns. There are no current plans for change in the 
Parish of Itchen Valley. However, the future is hard to predict; with the disruption caused by the 
pandemic there has been a huge reduction in income to the diocese; as many parishes cannot 
cover their Common Mission Fund commitments. 
 
Theo Mezger expressed thanks to Alex and to Lucy. 
 
5.  Financial Statement 2019: The accounts are on the church website. The Treasurer, Rolls 
(Richard) Coleman told the meeting that, after an exceptional year in 2018, 2019 had been more 
normal. The General Fund showed a small deficit of £5k for the year, restricted and designated 
funds showed an operational deficit of £17k, but overall reserves only fell by £14k thanks to 
gains of £8k on investments.  
Income last year was £146k, of which the largest contribution was from the Parish Giving 
Scheme and standing orders totalling £91k including Gift Aid. £12k was raised via nine separate 
fundraising events, and the diocese contributed £10k as part of the agreed transition costs. The 
balance came from collections, fees and investment income. 
Costs were £167k, of which £71k was the contribution to the diocese via the Common Mission 
Fund. Work on church property cost £36k and day to day running costs were £38k, which 
works out at less than £1k per month per church. 
A major administrative success in 2019 was rationalising separate funds from 13 to 6. Small 
church funds were rolled into the respective church fabric funds after review by each DCC and 
review by the Diocese and approval by the PCC. 
In the coming year there are commitments to about £50k of work on listed church buildings and 
new fundraising initiatives will be needed.  In the near term we have enough restricted funds to 
meet our commitments, and the general fund reserves exceed the target of covering 9 months 
expenditure. 
 
The Treasurer expressed his thanks to Madeleine Quest Ritson who has now stepped down as 
bookkeeper and to Janet Denyer who has replaced her. He also thanked Scott Johnson for acting 
as Independent Examiner in this and previous years. Scot has now decided to step down, so 
suggestions for a replacement would be welcomed. Rolls also thanked the members of the 
Finance Committee - Robin Greenwood, Henry Labram and Andrew Impey - for their support 
and wise counsel. Most of all he expressed thanks to the church community for their support via 
the Parish Giving Scheme and through fundraising. 
 
The Rector expressed his grateful thanks to the Treasurer.  
 
6.  Election of Parish Representatives to the Deanery Synod:  There being four names put 
forward, the following were elected for a three year term: 
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Avington:     Tim Clapp  
Easton:      Theo Mezger  
Martyr Worthy:  Gerry Stacey  
Itchen Abbas:    Julia Wright 

 
7.  Election of Parish Representatives to the PCC:  Forms have been submitted with 
nominations and seconder where required for the election of the following parishioners to the 
PCC (each for a three year term): 
 
Avington:       Helen Wayne (appt 2020) 
Easton:      Sara Janssen (appt 2019), alternate Phoebe Culshaw (appt 2020) 
Itchen Abbas:    Sally Parker (appt 2020) 
Martyr Worthy:  Verity Coleman (appt 2019), alternate Nicky Barber (appt 2020) 
 
8.  Appointment of Sidespersons: The PCC Secretary read out the list of sidespersons for each 
church as follows:   
Avington:  Penny Russell, Helen Wayne 
Easton:  David Anderson, Judy Bishop, Jill Croft, Penelope Kellie, Sara Janssen, Sue Kennedy, 
Judith Mezger and David Swinstead. 
Itchen Abbas Charlotte Appleby, Patrick Appleby, Richard Hunt, Sally Parker, Toby Stubbs 
Martyr Worthy Christopher Burness, Verity Coleman, Simon Ffennell, Gilly Greenwood, Guy 
Green, Joanna Lang, John Lang, Liz Platt, John Platt, John Prince, Joanna Sutcliffe, Robert 
Sutcliffe, Angela Wheeler, Emily Windsor-Aubrey, Philip Windsor-Aubrey 
 
9.  Appointment of Independent Examiner:  No independent examiner has been appointed, 
and the Treasurer asked the meeting for suggestions.to replace Scot Johnston. 
 
10. The Rector: Empowering the Church – the vision for 2020 
The Rector gave a presentation on his vision for the future of the church in the Itchen Valley, 
and how we can all contribute to ensuring that the church continues to grow. The full 
presentation can be found on the parish website. 
 
The Rector expressed his grateful thanks to the Parish Administrator, Beccy Clark. 
 
Gerry Stacey closed the meeting with a prayer. 
 
 
A brief meeting of the new PCC was held immediately after the APCM at which the 
appointment of the Treasurer (Richard Coleman), Health and Safety Officer (David Parker), 
Safeguarding Officer (Sarah Hunt), Date Protection Officer (Gerry Stacey) and PCC Secretary 
(Verity Coleman) were proposed by Tony Gaster seconded by Theo Mezger and approved 
unanimously. 
Grateful thanks were expressed to Lucy Collis who has donated a MacBookPro for remote 
services. 
 
 
 
 
Verity Coleman, PCC Secretary 


