
Minutes of Martyr Worthy Annual Village Meeting held on 
Saturday 6th March 2021 on Zoom at 10.30 am 

Present:  Liz Platt ( DCC Chairman),  John & Nicky Barber, Rolls & Verity Coleman, Peter Collings, 
Simon Ffennell, Robin & Gilly Greenwood, Sara Mason, Victoria Waring, John & Jane Prince, Veri-
ty & Rolls Coleman, John Platt, Guy Green, Rev Alex & Lucy Pease, John Lang, Emily and Philip 
Windsor Aubrey


Apologies: Katherine Impey


1. The Chairman welcomed all present to this zoom meeting.

2. Churchwardens. It was proposed that  Robin Greenwood and Sara Mason should be again  

recommended for nomination as Churchwardens. Robin Greenwood: proposed by Guy Green, 
seconded by Pauline Tovell; agreed. Sara Mason: proposed by Gilly Greenwood, seconded by 
Simon Ffennell; agreed.


3. Sidesmen.  Simon Ffennell submitted a proposed list of sidemen which was approved.


Annual District Church Meeting held immediately after Village Meeting. 

1. Minutes of last ADCM  on 19th sept 2020 were approved.


2. Chairman’s Report. 

Thank you everyone who has come to be part of this , our Zoom ADCM this morning . 

My report is very much the same as my previous  one with multiple thanks to all the loyal 
helpers who keep St Swithuns in such good order , to the Key holders , the Cleaners under 
Cathy Dickinson 's care , Flowers under Lizzie Reid’s organisation , Philip and Emily for gleam-
ing brass ( not to mention the most successful sale of Philip's woodwork last Autumn ) laundry 
and path maintenance by Lee and Pauline Tovell  . Lastly and most importantly our thanks go 
to our two church wardens Robin and Sara and to Simon our verger . So much more work has 
been undertaken by them during Lockdown , especially overseeing having the church open on 
Sundays for private prayer , and Sara as chair of the Itchen valley PCC Covid committee has 
been much involved in this . Thank you all so much .

My final thank you is tinged with huge sadness , as our rector Alex has recently announced his 
retirement. However , the good news is that he and Lucy will continue living here in the valley 
amongst us .We wish you both wonderful times ahead to relax , and give you our very inade-
quate but heartfelt gratitude for many years of dedicated service .


3. Finance & Fabric Reports and major repairs

Robin Greenwood reported the main work resulting from the 2017 quinquennial inspection has 
been completed in July 2020, the total cost is likely to be £43,000, £5,000 was incurred prior 
to 2020, £33,000 was incurred in 2020 , and balance of £5,000 in August this  year at the end 
of the retentions period and a s the law requires us to have a further bat study 12 months after 
the work is completed.

We are grateful to the Friends of St Swithuns who gave us a contribution of £10,000 towards 
the work, plus a donation of £10,000 from the Weir fund.

There were two major cracks in the church wall which have been repaired in late 2020 thanks 
to the help of the Barbers, the cost was just under £1500, generously paid for by a donation 
from the Friends of St Swithuns.

Since the year end, there has been an electrical inspection and the works carried out, £360.

The Gate for the second graveyard also needs repairing.

Some gravestones need to be put upright as they are a health and safety risk, the cost of 
c£600 was approved by both the meeting and the IVPCC Treasurer as he was present. Rolls 
Coleman said that it will out of the routine maintenance budget.




The Martyr Worthy fabric fund stands at just under c £20,000, of which c£5,000 will go to fin-
ishing the above repairs


4. Fundraising report. 

The 2020 MW Plant Sale, despite Covid 19,  raised over an amazing £6,497 split £4,872 (75%) 
General fund and £1,624 (25%)  MW Restricted Fund. An enormous thanks to Katherine Im-
pey & Sophie Parry and their supporters for organising the MW Plant Sale and rising to the 
challenge in difficult circumstances.

Liz Platt reported that the MW Lecture Series will be held in 2021/22.

Thanks given to Philip Windsor Aubrey for his wood work sales in 2020.


5. Friends of St Swithun’s report. 

John Platt, the Chairman of FOSS, reported that there has been a small rise in membership of 
FOSS over the last 12 months. 

Total funds stand at about £30K and membership is currently in the mid 80s. FOSS have con-
tributed £10k towards the cost of the recent Church refurbishments in 2020.

FOSS has received a very generous legacy  from the Estate of April Rivett-Carnac. 


6. Elections and appointments 
• Nomination for membership of PCC: Nicky Barber– Simon Ffennell proposer and John 

Barber seconded. Approved.

• DCC members election: Chairman  - Liz Platt, John Barber, Peter Collings, Simon Ffen-

nell, Robin Greenwood, Andrew Impey, Sara Mason, Secretary -Victoria Waring. Proposer 
Gilly Greenwood, seconder Guy Green.  Approved.


• Deputy Church Wardens: Simon Ffennell and Liz Platt. Proposer John Prince, seconder 
John Platt. Approved


• Verger: Simon Ffennell, Proposer Andrew Impey., seconder John Lang. Approved.

• Sacristan: Liz Platt. Proposer Andrew Impey., seconder John Lang. Approved.


7. AOB 
• Rev Alex Pease gave thanks to all for keeping things going in such a difficult period.

• Verity Coleman said that she would like to give thanks for the progress on the matter of 

returning the graveyard to natural vegetation.  Simon Ffennell said that  two experi-
ments were being carried out, one  in the second graveyard and a second one in the 
main one, and once they are completed, a decision will need to made on what to do.


• Lucy Pease gave thanks for the introduction of the Church Wifi, which was used at 
their daughter Marina’s wedding, and thanks were given to Sara Mason for organising 
it.


• Thanks were given to Liz Platt, Chairman, for all she has done both as chairman and 
for MW Church in the last year.


The meeting closed at 11.00am


