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The Sermon on the Mount 
Jan Brueghel the Elder, 1598 

Collection of The J. Paul Getty Museum, Los Angeles 
 

Jan Brueghel the Elder was a key figure in a distinguished dynasty of Flemish painters of the 
16th and early 17th centuries. His illustrious father Peter produced a famous series based on 
the seasons, depicting wide landscapes, the power of nature and scenes of everyday peasant 

life in novel ways. Jan worked on a smaller scale, both in terms of imagery (concentrating  
often on precise renderings of individual flowers) and the actual size of his paintings  

(remarkably the dimensions of this immensely detailed image are only 10 ½ inches by 14 ½ 
inches).   His capacity to paint richly layered, delicate works earned him the contemporary 

nickname ‘Velvet Brueghel.’ 
 

Amidst the gathered crowd, Jesus is almost lost in it, yet can be found just to the left of the 
centre of the image, in a yellow garment and with his arms outstretched in exhortation. The 
semi-circular, almost orbit-like field of light around him is contrasted with the shadows of the 

fore- and backgrounds, subtly reminding us of Jesus’ assertion that he is ‘the light of the world’ 
and that ‘he who follows shall not walk in darkness but have the light of life’ (John 8:12).    

 

With meticulous attention to detail, Brueghel depicts a huge range of characters, with their  
individuality conveyed in their differing faces, clothes and attitudes to Jesus. Those closest to 

him listen attentively, while everyday life goes on in the foreground without much, if any, 
awareness of his presence - close to the centre a pretzel seller in purple distributes his wares 

and nearby a crouching fortune teller tries to cast her spell.  Distinctions in social class are also 
conveyed: in the foreground, on the right, elegant ladies in fine dress as well as more modestly 
attired women arrive concurrently on the scene.  These depictions vividly recount what John’s 

Gospel records - ‘the word became flesh and lived among us’ (1:14) - and  
demonstrate Jesus’ willingness to enter right into a community’s life, just as it stood, in order to 

bring his message of new life, reconciliation and hope.    
 

Perhaps most notably, Brueghel does not re-imagine the scene in the hot, dusty and  
primitive setting of Palestine during Jesus’ lifetime.  Rather, he locates it in a then  

contemporary, recognisably European landscape, with deciduous trees providing shade and 
verdant moss on the forest floor.  In the distance, down the mountain, domes, spires and  

masted ships in port also point to a developed society, both culturally and commercially. This 
shift in focus underlines the timelessness and universality of Jesus’ teachings in the Sermon on 
the Mount, as well as their applicability and reach beyond the boundaries of time, place, culture 

and nation.  



  

The Greeting 
The Lord be with you 
and also with you. 

 
Hymn – O Jesus, I have promised 

 
 

O Jesus, I have promised 
to serve thee to the end; 
be thou for ever near me, 
my Master and my Friend: 
I shall not fear the battle 
if thou art by my side, 
nor wander from the pathway 
if thou wilt be my guide. 
 
O let me hear thee speaking 
in accents clear and still, 
above the storms of passion, 
the murmurs of self-will; 
O speak to reassure me, 
to hasten or control; 
O speak, and make me listen, 
thou guardian of my soul. 
 
O Jesus, thou hast promised 
to all who follow thee, 
that where thou art in glory 
there shall thy servant be; 
and, Jesus, I have promised 
to serve thee to the end: 
O give me grace to follow, 
my Master and my Friend. 
 
O let me see thy foot-marks, 
and in them plant mine own; 
my hope to follow duly 
is in thy strength alone: 
O guide me, call me, draw me, 



  

uphold me to the end; 
and then in heaven receive me, 
my Saviour and my Friend. 
 

 
Prayers of Penitence 

 
Jesus says, ‘Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is close at hand.” 
So let us turn away from sin and turn to Christ, 
confessing our sins in penitence and faith. 
 
 
Almighty God, our heavenly Father, 
we have sinned against you 
and against our neighbour 
in thought and word and deed, 
through negligence, through weakness, 
through our own deliberate fault. 
We are truly sorry 
and repent of all our sins. 
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 
who died for us, 
forgive us all that is past 
and grant that we may serve you in newness of life 
to the glory of your name. 
Amen. 
 
Almighty God, 
who forgives all who truly repent, 
have mercy upon you, 
pardon and deliver you from all your sins, 
confirm and strengthen you in all goodness, 
and keep you in life eternal; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

The Collect 
Merciful God, 
whose holy apostle Saint James, 
leaving his father and all that he had, 



  

was obedient to the calling of your Son Jesus Christ 
and followed him even to death: 
help us, forsaking the false attractions of the world, 
to be ready at all times to answer your call without delay; 
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 
who is alive and reigns with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. 

 
 

Readings  
 

Reading - Ephesians 3.14-21 
Read by Nick Owen 

Prayer for the Readers 
14 For this reason I bow my knees before the Father, 15 from whom 
every family in heaven and on earth takes its name. 16 I pray that, 
according to the riches of his glory, he may grant that you may be 
strengthened in your inner being with power through his 
Spirit, 17 and that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith, as 
you are being rooted and grounded in love. 18 I pray that you may 
have the power to comprehend, with all the saints, what is the 
breadth and length and height and depth, 19 and to know the love of 
Christ that surpasses knowledge, so that you may be filled with all 
the fullness of God.20 Now to him who by the power at work within 
us is able to accomplish abundantly far more than all we can ask or 
imagine, 21 to him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus to all 
generations, forever and ever. Amen. 
 

This is the word of the Lord 
Thanks be to God 

Reading - John 6.1-21 
Read by Lavinia Owen 

 
Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John 
Glory to you. O Lord 
 
 
 



  

Feeding the Five Thousand 
6 After this Jesus went to the other side of the Sea of Galilee, also 
called the Sea of Tiberias.  2 A large crowd kept following him, 
because they saw the signs that he was doing for the sick. 3 Jesus 
went up the mountain and sat down there with his disciples. 4 Now 
the Passover, the festival of the Jews, was near. 5 When he looked 
up and saw a large crowd coming toward him, Jesus said to Philip, 
“Where are we to buy bread for these people to eat?” 6 He said this 
to test him, for he himself knew what he was going to do. 7 Philip 
answered him, “Six months’ wages would not buy enough bread for 
each of them to get a little.” 8 One of his disciples, Andrew, Simon 
Peter’s brother, said to him, 9 “There is a boy here who has five 
barley loaves and two fish. But what are they among so many 
people?” 10 Jesus said, “Make the people sit down.” Now there was 
a great deal of grass in the place; so they sat down, about five 
thousand in all. 11 Then Jesus took the loaves, and when he had 
given thanks, he distributed them to those who were seated; so also 
the fish, as much as they wanted. 12 When they were satisfied, he 
told his disciples, “Gather up the fragments left over, so that nothing 
may be lost.” 13 So they gathered them up, and from the fragments 
of the five barley loaves, left by those who had eaten, they filled 
twelve baskets. 14 When the people saw the sign that he had done, 
they began to say, “This is indeed the prophet who is to come into 
the world.” 15 When Jesus realized that they were about to come 
and take him by force to make him king, he withdrew again to the 
mountain by himself. 
 
Jesus Walks on the Water 
16 When evening came, his disciples went down to the sea, 17 got 
into a boat, and started across the sea to Capernaum. It was now 
dark, and Jesus had not yet come to them. 18 The sea became 
rough because a strong wind was blowing. 19 When they had rowed 
about three or four miles, they saw Jesus walking on the sea and 
coming near the boat, and they were terrified. 20 But he said to them, 
“It is I; do not be afraid.” 21 Then they wanted to take him into the 
boat, and immediately the boat reached the land toward which they 
were going. 
 
 



  

This is the Gospel of the Lord 
Praise to you O Christ 

Sermon 
 

The Apostles’ Creed 
 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 
 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the Virgin Mary,  
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again;  
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. 
Amen. 

Prayers of Intercession  
David Poole 

At the end we say 
 
Merciful Father, 
Accept these prayers 
for the sake of your Son, 
our Saviour Jesus Christ. 
Amen. 

The Peace 
 
 



  

To crown all things there must be love, 
To bind all together and complete the whole. 
Let the peace of Christ rule in our hearts. 
 
The peace of the Lord be always with you 
And also with you. 

Preparation of the Table 
 
The Lord be with you 
and also with you. 
 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
 
 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give thanks and praise. 
 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy 
that we should always sing of your glory, 
holy Father, almighty and eternal God, 
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord. 
For you are the hope of the nations, 
the builder of the city that is to come. 
Your love made visible in Jesus Christ 
brings home the lost, 
restores the sinner 
and gives dignity to the despised. 
In his face your light shines out, 
flooding lives with goodness and truth, 
gathering into one in your kingdom 
a divided and broken humanity. 
Therefore with all who can give voice in your creation 
we glorify your name, 
for ever praising you and saying: 
 
Holy, holy, holy Lord, 
God of power and might,  
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 



  

Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
 
How wonderful the work of your hands, O Lord. 
As a mother tenderly gathers her children, 
you embraced a people as your own. 
When they turned away and rebelled 
your love remained steadfast. 
From them you raised up Jesus our Saviour, born of  
Mary, to be the living bread, 
in whom all our hungers are satisfied. 
He offered his life for sinners, 
and with a love stronger than death 
he opened wide his arms on the cross. 
 
On the night before he died, 
he came to supper with his friends 
and, taking bread, he gave you thanks. 
He broke it and gave it to them, saying: 
Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you; 
do this in remembrance of me. 
 
At the end of supper, taking the cup of wine, 
he gave you thanks, and said: 
Drink this, all of you; this is my blood of the new  
covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the  
forgiveness of sins. 
Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me. 
 
Great is the mystery of faith: 
 
Christ has died: 
Christ is risen: 
Christ will come again. 
 
Father, we plead with confidence 
his sacrifice made once for all upon the cross; 
we remember his dying and rising in glory, 
and we rejoice that he intercedes for us at your  
right hand. 



  

 
Pour out your Holy Spirit as we bring before you 
these gifts of your creation; 
may they be for us  
the body and blood of your dear Son. 
 
As we eat and drink these holy things in your presence, 
form us in the likeness of Christ, 
and build us into a living temple to your glory. 
 
Bring us at the last with all the saints 
to the vision of that eternal splendour 
for which you have created us; 
through Jesus Christ, our Lord, 
by whom, with whom, and in whom, 
with all who stand before you in earth and heaven, 
we worship you, Father almighty, in songs of  
everlasting praise: 
 
Blessing and honour and glory and power 
be yours for ever and ever. Amen. 

 
The Lord’s Prayer 

 
Let us pray with confidence as our Saviour has taught us 
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name; 
thy kingdom come; 
thy will be done; 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation; 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
the power and the glory, 
for ever and ever. Amen. 



  

 
Breaking of the Bread 

We break this bread 
to share in the body of Christ. 
Though we are many, we are one body, 
because we all share in one bread. 
 

Giving of Communion 
God’s holy gifts  
For God’s holy people 
Jesus Christ is holy 
Jesus Christ is Lord 
To the glory of God the Father 
 

Prayer after Communion 
Almighty God, 
we thank you for feeding us 
with the body and blood of your Son Jesus Christ. 
Through him we offer you our souls and bodies 
to be a living sacrifice. 
 
Send us out in the power of your Spirit 
to live and work to your praise and glory. Amen. 

 
The Notices 

 
 
 

Hymn – All my hope on God is founded 
All my hope on God is founded; 
he doth still my trust renew. 
Me through change and chance he guideth, 
only good and only true. 
God unknown, he alone 
calls my heart to be his own. 
 
Human pride and earthly glory, 
sword and crown betray his trust; 
what with care and toil he buildeth, 
tower and temple, fall to dust. 



  

But God's power, hour by hour, 
is my temple and my tower. 
 
God's great goodness ay endureth, 
deep his wisdom, passing thought: 
splendour, light, and life attend him, 
beauty springeth out of nought. 
Evermore, from his store 
new-born worlds rise and adore. 
 
Daily doth the almighty giver 
bounteous gifts on us bestow; 
his desire our soul delighteth, 
pleasure leads us where we go. 
Love doth stand at his hand; 
joy doth wait on his command. 
 
Still from man to God eternal 
sacrifice of praise be done, 
high above all praises praising 
for the gift of Christ his Son. 
Christ doth call one and all: 
ye who follow shall not fall. 

 
Blessing 

 
Christ our King make you faithful and strong to do his will, 
That you may reign with him in glory; 
and the blessing of God almighty, 
the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, 
be among you and remain with you always.  Amen 

 
Dismissal 

 
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. Alleluia! Alleluia! 
In the name of Christ. Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 
 



  

The hymns for this service were recorded remotely by the Choral Scholars 
of St Martin-in-the-Fields in their homes, and edited together. 
 

 
This booklet is for use in the Parish of Itchen Valley, which comprises the 

churches of St Mary’s Avington, St John the Baptist, Itchen Abbas,  
St Mary’s Easton and St Swithun’s Martyr Worthy 

 
Material for this service booklet is taken from 

Common Worship: CHP Copyright to the Archbishop’s Council 2000 


