
 

FINAL REMARKS 

Today is very similar to a wedding service: important vows have been witnessed in public. This 
means today ranks up there along with my wedding day in 1986 and my ordination day in 1989 as 
one of the most important days in my life. Today, amongst you, I have committed myself to ‘profess 
the faith uniquely revealed in the Scriptures’ and affirmed my ‘loyalty to this inheritance of faith’, so 
as to ‘bring the grace and truth of Christ to this generation’. Effectively I am submitting myself to 
Jesus Christ and his Word and in the company of a worldwide Anglican church similarly committed 
by its formularies to be faithful to the Scriptures. 

So, just as a married person is no longer free to do entirely what they alone want, so I no longer have 
the freedom to teach what is contrary to the scriptures or to live in a way which is contrary to Christ. 
And as witnesses you play your part in reminding me of this and of keeping me faithful to my vow. 
Thus you have the right to challenge me (if ever my preaching or lifestyle seems contrary to 
scripture), but perhaps even more so you have an opportunity to encourage me through your love 
and prayers. I’ve made word of promise to be faithful and true to the Word of Christ: will you help 
ME to be faithful and true to MY word? 

So today I have been given an external authority by the bishop, publicly endorsed with legal 
documents etc. Yet that external authority must always be matched by an internal authority, welling 
up (as it were) from inside of me, as I seek to place myself under the lordship of Jesus and commit 
myself to a life of daily prayer and holiness. If ever I ‘step out’ from being under the authority of 
Christ, at that moment I lose my spiritual authority. Please pray that I do not ‘step out’ and that the 
external authority that I now legally have as your Rector coincides 100% with the authority I have 
from being an obedient disciple of Jesus, seeking to teach and live under the authority of his Word. 

Mention was made in my introduction to the influence upon me of Donald Coggan who spoke at our 
wedding. One of my few recollections of Winchester include coming to visit him and his wife in their 
retirement flat near the cathedral; and also of attending his funeral in the cathedral in the year 2000. 
Well, last weekend I came across a paragraph in a book by Lord Coggan during his first year as 
Archbishop of Canterbury in which he was talking about the authority that comes from ‘personal 
holiness’ 

“Personal holiness”, he writes,” is the sine qua non of ministry. There is no short cut here. Anyone 
can give a lecture, make a speech, address an assembly. But it is not so with the fulfilment of a 
ministry. They alone can minister [authentically] who live in the secret place of the Most High, who 
have learnt to listen to the God who speaks, who know the meaning of obedience, who can say not 
merely “I hold this view”, but “I am held, grasped, by this God”. This is the ultimate, quiet 
undeniable authority—the authority of holiness. 

Convictions (1975), page 262 

Challenging words to us all—but especially to me on this day. So, as I conclude, I come amongst you 
with 3 verbs in my mind, all beginning with the letter ‘L’.  

• I come amongst you to LISTEN (I’ve got a lot of listening and learning to do; listening to your 
experience, learning from your lifelong wisdom) 

• I come amongst you to LOVE (I hope you’ll find there’s place in my heart .for all of you). 
• I come amongst you to LEAD: all human groups need leading, the church is no exception, 

and I hope to lead you as a community walking together in the way of Christ. 


