
The Revd Peter Walker  
 
My calling to ordination came back in 1984: I was in Jerusalem, reading Luke 24, and felt a 
deep passion that I wanted now to become a teacher and pastor of God’s Word to God’s 
people - 'opening the scriptures’ as Jesus had done on the Emmaus Road. A few months 
later a further ingredient had been added: the calling to be a pastor/teacher, more 
specifically, in a theological college. In this I was helped by Lord Coggan (the former 
Archbishop of Canterbury, who later spoke at our wedding), who instilled within me a vision 
for the vital role of teaching and loving the future clergy in Jesus’ Church. 
Yet it would be 10 years before I finally started that role of teaching at Wycliffe Hall in 
Oxford. If ever I was going to be qualified to teach others, I still had so much to learn myself! 
By 1984 I had already been greatly helped by the godly teaching of Scripture Union camps 
and by involvement in the Christian Unions both at school and at university. I was half-way 
through my doctoral research in Cambridge (on early Christian pilgrimage to the Holy Land) 
and I was enjoying the experience, when visiting Georgie in London, of worshipping at Holy 
Trinity, Brompton. But I needed to become more fully involved in parish life (hence my 
doing a year as a Lay Assistant in Christ Church, Abingdon, developing their informal worship 
services) and also myself to be trained for parish ministry: hence 2 years as a student at 
Wycliffe (1987-89).  
 
I was then ordained on my 28th birthday and enjoyed four years serving in Tonbridge, Kent. I 
had been taught the theory that the regular, patient teaching of Scripture was a key means 
of bringing people to faith in Christ and of building up believers, but now I had the joy of 
proving this true in my own experience. Those 4 years saw the birth of both our children 
(Hannah and Jonnie) and were followed by 3 years in Cambridge (researching New 
Testament attitudes to Jerusalem at Tyndale House).  
 
And so I arrived at Wycliffe in 1996, ready to teach the New Testament to fellow pastor-
teachers ‘in the making’. It was a great privilege to be there for 16 years and then to go on 
for a further 5 years as Professor of Biblical Studies at Trinity School for Ministry outside 
Pittsburgh, PA, USA. In all those 21 years I never saw myself primarily as an academic but 
simply as a pastor/teacher, seeking to nourish and encourage future Bible teachers and to 
care for the personal lives of future pastors. 
 
So it’s a huge joy to be returning to the heart of my original calling: to be a pastor-teacher in 
a parish ministry. At last I can pick up from where my curacy ended! Yet in the last 28 years 
a lot has changed (including the invention of the internet!) and I have much to learn or re-
learn. Yet some things don’t change: the truth of Jesus, the love of God the Father and 
power of his Holy Spirit. Confident of this, I look forward to coming amongst you as your 
Rector - to listen to your concerns, to love you and to lead you in the worship and service of 
our wonderful Saviour. 
 


