
CHRISTMAS UNWRAPPED (Week 3):  BETHLEHEM (part II) 
In or very close by the Church of the Nativity 

“the Word became flesh; the divine became human; heaven touched earth.” 

Please use this material in whatever way you feel best—it is not necessary to cover everything! 

 

1. What did you find particularly interesting in the video? What new things did you discover? The 
following points may come up in your discussion: 

• The historical authenticity of the site 
• The texts on the walls in the basilica highlighting the early Church’s Creeds about the divinity of Christ 
• The cave of Jerome and his translation of the Bible into Latin (the ‘Vulgate’) 
• The grotto of the nativity and the 14-sided star (NB Matthew’s 3 lists of 14 generations in Matthew 

ch. 1.)                    
• The very low entrance to the church 

So how does the Church of the Nativity help us to understand more of the nature and purpose of Christ’s 
coming? 

2.   Read together the story of the birth of Jesus in Matthew 1:18-25, noting especially the link made 
between Jesus and King David. Consider how David was the youngest (almost overlooked) son; he was 
from humble origins and a shepherd, who yet was later anointed king. Note how Jesus is hailed as a “son of 
David” by blind Bartimaeus (Mark 10:47) and by the crowd on Palm Sunday (Mark 11:10). 

a. What do you find interesting in this comparison between King David and Jesus? Do these 
references to David help us to understand Jesus in a new way?  

b. In this passage two key aspects of Jesus’ coming are highlighted. Jesus is the one who will “save 
from sins” and who is called “Immanuel, which means God with us”. Is this the primary ‘reason for 
the season’? How do we understand, put into action and then celebrate these two great facts about 
Jesus?        

3. One Final Question: In what ways will your Christmas be different (or will you think any differently 
about the stories of Christ’s birth) as a result of CHRISTMAS UNWRAPPED? 

 

Final Prayer: 

We thank you, Lord God, for your word spoken of old through the prophets and apostles and recorded for 
us in holy scripture; but, above all, for your final Word spoken to us in your Son, Jesus Christ, made flesh for 
us all and for our salvation. Grant that through the written Word we may behold the glory of the incarnate 
Word who is now exalted to the right hand of the Majesty on high and to whom we ascribe all praise and 
glory for ever and ever.  Amen 

During the week:   Is there something you can do in the days leading up to Christmas to ensure that in a 
more meaningful way ‘JESUS IS THE REASON FOR THE SEASON’? Think of something specific! 

 


