
Church Matters...
Christmas Edition

Welcome
We are so pleased to welcome you to our services today. If you 

are new to the parish or worshipping with us for the first time, then 
please do make yourself known to the person leading the service.

Rector’s Message
Christmas Greetings from the Rectory

We want to take this opportunity to thank you all for the 
wonderful welcome that you have given us during these last 

few months. 

This has continued, because of Covid, to be a challenging time 
for us all, but we do sense the strength of love and support that 
you have for each other. It is a privilege to be a part of such a 

caring community. 
During the Christmas season we are looking forward to being 
with our children and their families. We hope you too will have 
opportunities for seeing family and friends and for celebrating 

together the good news of God coming to be with us, in Jesus. 

May the light of Jesus shine upon you this Christmas and His 
light shine out through you to others.

With our love and prayers, 
Peter and Georgie



Notice Board
Updated Covid Guidelines - following the update of the Government’s 
Covid guidelines we plan to maintain all of our current guidelines but face 
coverings are now mandatory in Church buildings with immediate 
effect.  In addition to these guidelines we are now restricting the numbers 
attending our services to two thirds capacity to enable social distancing and 
households to sit together.  You must also book to attend any service 
by emailing Beccy on admin@itchenvalleychurches.org - 24 hours in 
advance.

The Hub will be closed from Friday 20th December until Thursday 6th 
January.  Beccy will be working from home up until the 23rd December and 
from the 4th January she will be able to pick up emails but might not react as 
quickly as normal.

New Year Parish Communion - on Sunday 2 January we will have just one 
service. This will be at 10.00am in St Swithun’s, Martyr Worthy and will a 
service of Holy Communion based on the pattern of the 1662 service (as 
found in the Book of Common Prayer) but using modern language. This is 
a really valuable, but little known, resource that has been in the Church of 
England’s Common Worship book since the year 2000.  There will be no 
Ark provision on that day, but all ages are welcome to join us in this service, 
which will include traditional hymns and an opportunity to dedicate ourselves 
to the Lord’s service for the coming year.  In this way I hope a greater 
number of parishioners will have an opportunity to experience the simplicity 
and power of the BCP service, which remains - both theologically and 
legally - the foundational bedrock for all Anglican worship. It could be a great 
way to prepare together for 2022!

Feast of Epiphany - on Thursday 6 January (at 11.00am in St John’s, Itchen 
Abbas) we will gather to watch a video from my In the Steps of Jesus Film 
Series, focused on Jesus’ baptism in the River Jordan. After some discussion 
we will then have a short celebration of Holy Communion.

Boxing Day Church Family Walk - please join us at 11am at St John’s, 
Itchen Abbas for a leisurely stroll and an opportunity to catch up with friends.



This Week’s Diary
Sunday 19th December

8am - BCP - St John’s, Itchen Abbas
4pm - Carols in the Barn - Avington Park Barn

Tuesday 21st December
6.30pm - Carols in the Plough’s garden, Itchen Abbas

Wednesday 22nd December
6.00pm - Carols - St Swithun’s Church, Martyr Worthy

6.45pm - Carols - The Cricketers, Easton

Christmas Eve
3pm and 4.30pm - Crib Service - St Mary’s, Easton and by Zoom

11pm - Midnight Communion - St Swithun’s, Martyr Worthy

Christmas Day
10am - Family Communion - St John’s, Itchen Abbas

Boxing Day
11am - Church Family Walk - meet at St John’s, Itchen Abbas

Sunday 2nd January
10am - Parish Communion - St Swithun’s, Martyr Worthy

Thursday 6th January
11am - Feast of Epiphany Communion - St John’s, Itchen Abbas

Sunday 9th January
8am - BCP - St Mary’s, Avington

10am - All Age Worship - St John’s, Itchen Abbas
6pm - Evensong - St Swithun’s, Martyr Worthy

To attend any of these services (not Carol Singing) please email Beccy 
on admin@itchenvalleychurches.org



Useful Information
Contacts:

Rector 
Revd Peter Walker
revd.peter@itchenvalleychurches.org
01962 588313

Administrator
Beccy Clark
admin@itchenvalleychurches.org
01962 779845

LLM
Mr Gerry Stacey
gerry.stacey@biblesociety.org.uk
01962 620263
07554 438973

Parish Book-keeping - Janet Denyer, The 
Parish Office, St John’s Church,
Avington Lane, Itchen Abbas, Winchester, 
SO21 1BJ; accounts@itchenvalleychurches.org

The Hub and the Parish Office at St John’s, 
Itchen Abbas. Office hours are generally 9am-
1pm, Mon-Thurs; 01962 779845. Beccy works 
from home on Fridays.

Church Matters - If you would like a notice to 
be put in Church Matters please send by email 
to Beccy Clark at admin@itchenvalleychurches.
org by 1pm the previous Wednesday.  If you 
wish to receive Church Matters weekly by email 
then please contact Beccy.  You can also 
download it from the website 
www.itchenvalleychurches.org

 
We pray for the families and friends of Amanda Fewtrell and Ted 
Coulter as they mourn the loss of their loved ones. Please bring 

them your peace and comfort at this time.

A Rector’s prayer
“Almighty God, our loving Heavenly Father, during this wonderful 
season of Christmas we pray, first, for ourselves that we may take 
the Christmas message of your love in Christ more deeply into our 

own hearts;

then, for our families and friends that they too would know this love 
in new and greater ways;

and, for the whole of our troubled world, that those ‘living in the land 
of darkness’ may see the great light that God has given us in his 

Only Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen” 

For Your Prayers


