
MEETING OF ST MARYS CHUCH AVINGTON AGM of the DCC 
of THE PARISH OF THE ITCHEN VALLEY

Minutes of the meeting held on Monday 15th March at 7.00pm
at the Old Rectory by kind permission of The Krones

Present: 
Sonia Cragg - Chair
Helen Wayne - Secretary
Georgie Krone - DCC member
Peter Thacker - DCC member
Reverend Peter Walker - Rector 
Gavin Edgerley -Harris  - Parishioner   
Jacqui Squire - Parishioner
Gill Graham-Maw - Parishioner           

The meeting started with a prayer said by Sonia Cragg.

1 APOLOGIES - 
Christopher Langford 
Mark and Kate Kewley

2 MINUTES OF MEETING Held on 8th March 2021 via Zoom 
Minutes were approved and signed by SC                                       Approved                                                                                                                                         
                                                                                                          Second

SC
PT

3
3.1

3.2
3.3

3.4

3.5

MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES 
SC reported that an electrician had been to look round everything - he was not 
concerned that anything was urgent or dangerous.  The main issues to be dealt 
with are the wig lights and the sockets at the front of the church. 
The Bible is now in situ and the prayer books will be returned on March 22nd.
The plan is to have a fund-raiser presentation/lecture about their restoration in 
the near future.
To comply with a condition of the Church Grant we will need to put something 
on the parish website about opportunities to view the bible etc.  
SC reported that we had already had a request to visit the church in April and 
asked GGM if she might be available to show them around. GGM agreed in 
principle but would need to confim. GGM

4 ANNUAL REPORT - the report had been circulated prior to the meeting.
SC covered the main points of the report:-
The appointment of our new Rector, Reverend Peter Walker. 
Services that had been held.
Bible and Prayer Books restoration.
Lydia Gould is to complete the brick work on the Friday coming.
St Mary’s is due a quinquennial inspection this autumn. Seymour and 
Bainbridge (chartered architects) are closing. It is possible we can continue to 
appoint Fiona Hudd as the architect for St Mary’s under a new company The 
Radley House Partnership.
The graveyard tree branches had been dealt with. Fortunately the work was 
done just before the storms.



5.

5.1
5.2

5.3

5.4

HEALTH AND SAFETY REPORT -the report had been circulated prior to 
the meeting. 
SC is the health and safety officer and had received her training.
There was one incident to report - a kneeler that had been left leaning up 
against a heater had got scorched.
Fire extinguishers had been inspected and the fire alarm was due for 
inspection in May.
SC reported that through discussions with the DAC she had discovered there 
are grants available for upgrading or replacing heating and lighting for some 
churches - St Marys, given it’s age, is likely to be able to access these. 

6 ELECTION OF DCC MEMBERS

The following were elected or re-elected on to the DCC

Sonia Cragg
Helen Wayne
Peter Thacker
Georgie Krone
Gavin Edgerley-Harris - The DCC were delighted to welcome Gavin and 
thanked him for coming forward to offer his support and help on the committee.

                                                              All were proposed by Jacqui Squire 
                                                              All were seconded by Gill Graham-Maw                                                                                                                                                               
                                                                                                           

JS
GGM

7 RECOMMENDATIONS FOR THE ELECTION OR APPOINTMENT OF 

Church Warden  - SC explained that she was not in a position to put herself 
forward for Church Warden. The DCC thanked her for all her hard work and 
agreed to continue to do as much as possible. There is much work involved 
with both the organising of services and worship and the fabric of the church 
building itself.
Revd Peter clarified the differences between the DCC and PCC. 
The DCC-  Affection and responsibilities for the church building itself. 
The PCC - Main responsibilities are for the whole parish, the people of the 
parish, worship and participants of church services.
                                                                                                                                                                                           
Deanery Synod Representative - Sonia Cragg continues this being her 2nd 
year.                                  

PCC representative - Helen Wayne                                                     Proposed                   
                                                                                                              Seconded
PCC alternate member - Peter Thacker                                              Proposed
                                                                                                              Seconded
Sidesman - Sonia Cragg, Helen Wayne, Gavin Edgerley-Harris,  
Peter Thacker, Georgie Krone, Gill Graham-Maw.                                                                        
                                                                                                          
Health and Safety Officer - Sonia Cragg                                           Proposed                                                          
                                                                                                             Seconded                                                                                                               

PT
SC
HW
SC

HW
PT



8
8.1

8.2

8.3

AOB
Fundraising ideas were discussed.
Perhaps the Bible lecture could be held in the Itchen Abbas and Avington 
Village Hall with refreshments etc.
HW reported that Sarah Hunt had asked if we could combine fundraising 
events with St Johns IA - perhaps do a car boot sale together. It was suggested 
we approach Robert Stent if we might use a field on his land.
Jacqui Squire bought to the attention of the DCC that there was significant 
dampness on the church ceiling.  The DCC thanked her and would purchase a 
new De-humidifier as soon as they can get PCC approval. 
Reverend Peter thanked those present for their TLC for St Marys Church, it 
was much appreciated.

DCC

DCC

The meeting closed with a prayer.


