
 
ANNUAL DISTRICT CHURCH MEETING 

 
Minutes of the meeting held on Sunday 26h March 2022 

 
Present: Theo Mezger (Chair), Chris Ellis, Katie Hart (Secretary), Sara Janssen, Judith Mezger, Katie 

Hart, Penelope Kellie, Judy Bishop, David Swinstead, David Poole Jill Croft, Judith Mezger, 
Sally Clarke, Helena Martin, Revd. Peter Walker, Sue Kennedy, Julie Taylor, John Lee, Lyn 
Russell . 

 
 

   
1 Welcome Theo Mezger opened the meeting with a welcome  
   
2 Prayer Given by Revd. Peter 
   
3 Apologies Sara Janssen Gail Mann 
   
4 Record of previous 

Meeting 
Minutes of the ADCM held 28th February 2021 were accepted. 
 

   
5  Matters Arising It was felt all matters would be discussed under the headings below. Katie 

Hart, Sally Clarke and Helena Martin were all enroled on electoral roll. 
 
 

   
6 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Church Wardens’ 
Report 2020 
[attached] 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Theo noted that a copy had been delivered through the letterbox of every 
house in Easton. Theo said the biggest news was obviously that Revd. Peter 
was our new Rector and he welcomed him and his wife Georgie. He said 
that Peter was trying to rebuild the congregatation in the valley especially in 
Easton by a visiting programme on Thursdays and some exciting new 
services in particular the Mothering Sunday service and the service 
codenamed ‘Mega Worship’ on 7th May when a band from St Mary’s 
Southampton would be visiting and it was hoped this would draw in a large 
congregation.Theo noted that there is also going to be a Deanery Pilgrimage 
from Alresford to Winchester Cathedral via Martyr Worthy on 28th May 
organised by the parish and he said he hoped everyone might be able to 
support this. In addition there is also the Jubilee service at 11.30am on 2 
June and the Flower Festival from 17-19th June with a Sparkling Preview on 
Thursday 16th June organised by Penelope Kellie. In addition there was an 
organ recital on 29th May after the service at 11am by a friend of Judy 
Bishop.  
 
Theo said that progress was being made on the extension albeit at a very 
slow pace. He pointed out the architect’s drawings on the wall and said he 
would be happy to answer any questions about these. He said that the 
current architects Seymour Bainbridge were closing down and that the 
matter would be handled by the Radley House Partnership which is five 
times the size of Seymour Bainbridge.  
 
It was noted that access down the east side boundary is still an issue. Chris 
Ellis said he was hoping to buy access down Duncan Gray’s track which 
runs along this boundary in return for the church paying for the track to be 
covered in an all weather surface. He made it clear that this arrangement 
was not an endorsement of Duncan Gray’s planning application. Chris said 
he would be entering into negotiation with Duncan vis a vis costs. 
 
Theo said that if it was assumed the extension would cost £300,000, he had 
received individual pledges of £150,000 and he said that if events turn out 



as he hoped he was confident we would have the balance by this time next 
year if not before. He said that parking remained an issue but that he had 
passed the baton for the old school field to Chris Ellis and that Chris has the 
support of the Rector who understands the importance of parking . Theo 
said there was perhaps the possibility of buying the field below the church 
but that it was obviously a matter of price.  
 
Theo said that trees had been pruned and felled in the churchyard and that 
snowdrops and trees had been planted and that huge thanks were due to 
Helena Martin and Phil Binney for this. 
 
Theo brought up the issue of the table tomb that was breaking up and said 
that a faculty will be forthcoming to sort this out. He also made reference to 
the leaking roof and plasterwork that needs attention above the font and the 
2 relatively small holes in the tower on the North side. He said the architects 
had been slow in finding a contractor but that this was now in hand.  
 
Theo said the new AV system installed by Chris Ellis was a real 
achievement. He said the chancel lighting has now been replaced with LED 
lighting which he hoped everyone found better. Theo then went on to thank 
everyone for ‘keeping the show on the road.’ He also thanked Brian Farley 
for the memorial bench in the graveyard. He thanked Sue and Sally for 
joining the DCC and he said he hoped they find it rewarding. Theo then 
thanked David Poole for all his hard work  and for being a stalwart member 
of the DCC for the last 30 years! Everyone agreed and thanked David. Theo 
then said we shouldn’t forget Jan Brookshaw’s contribution, may she rest in 
peace. 
 
Theo said that he was retiring as Church Warden and that they were actively 
looking for a replacement. Theo said that Chris Ellis would stand in and that 
he would aid Chris whenever he was asked. Theo said the DCC were also 
looking for a new chair, if anyone would like to volunteer. Sadly no one did. 
Theo said that on a personal level he would like to thank everyone, he said 
he had worked with three Rectors, three other Church Wardens and three 
Secretaries, he said things happen in threes! He thanked Sara Janssen for 
doing, encouraging, goading and reminding Church Wardens and also 
thanked his wife Jude without whom nothing would have been achieved. He 
said her contribution had been endless. He said he had failed to get Jude to 
join the DCC but hoped she would! 
 
Theo said although he was stepping down as Church Warden he had 
agreed to continue helping with the extension. Theo said he was on the PCC 
so wasn’t entirely abandoning ship and would support Chris every ounce of 
support until a successor is found.  

   
7 Financial Update 

 
 
 
 

It was noted that we are in fairly good shape with a balance of approximately 
£36K. It was thought that an error has been made and so think there is 
actually £40K for the benefit of the extension. 
 
Theo said that there might be a simplified traditional church fete with 
proceeds for the parish as a whole not just for St Mary’s. He said he 
suggested this to the DCC and he said we should all support this. He said it 
wouldn’t be on the same scale as the village fete and shouldn’t be seen as 
competing with that. 

8 
 

Election of Church 
Wardens 
 

No one has offered to be Church Warden in Theo’s place so at present it is 
just Chris Ellis. 
 
Proposer: David Swinstead 
Seconder: Penelope Kellie  

   



9 Election of DCC 
members 
 

Chris Ellis (Chair), Katie Hart (Secretary) Helena Martin, Jill Croft, Sara 
Janssen, Penelope Kellie, David Anderson, Sally Clarke, Sue Kennedy. 
 
Proposer: Theo Mezger 
Seconder: Chirs Ellis 
 
All were unanimously approved. 

   
10 Deanery Synod 

Representative   
Theo Mezger will continue for one more year (the post last for three years) 
so no need for a vote. 

   
11 PCC Representative 

 
Sara Janssen 
Alternate:  Jill Croft 
 
Proposer: Julie 
Seconder: David Poole 

   
12 Sides persons 

 
The following persons undertake the duties of sides persons: 
David Anderson, Judy Bishop, Jill Croft, Penelope Kellie, Sara Janssen, Sue 
Kennedy, Judith Mezger and David Swinstead. Theo Mezger and Sally 
Clarke agreed to be sidespersons too. 
 
All were unanimously approved. 
 
 

   
13 Verger Chris advised that Sara Janssen would like to stop being verger but would 

remain in post until a replacement is found and is happy to train up her 
replacement. Judy Bishop indicated that she has done the role in the past 
and is always willing to help.  
 
Sara Janssen  
 
Proposer: Theo Mezger 
Seconder: Judy Bishop 
 

14 AOB                          David Swinstead asked if 8am Holy Communion was going to be reinstated. 
Revd. Peter said it wasn’t really a DCC matter and that he had been 
following the rota since he arrived. He said he would think about it. David 
Swinstead pointed out the some tiles on the roof were loose and said that 
the church step needed scrubbing. Helena said there was a wasps nest and 
Theo said he would get this sorted. Thanks were given to Sue Kennedy for 
sorting the coffee and to those who had kindly made cakes – Penelope, Jill 
and Theo. Everyone thanked Theo for his huge contribution to the church, it 
was agreed that no one had worked harder for the church.  

 


