
 

 

Minutes of the Annual village meeting of St Swithun’s Church, Martyr Worthy, on the 13th 
March, 2022, at 11.00 am, followed by the Annual District Church Meeting. 
 
 
Those attending were: Liz Platt, chairman; John Platt, acting secretary; Sarah Mason and Robin 
Greenwood ( Church wardens); Gilly Greenwood; Rolls and Verity Coleman; John and Jane 
Prince; Andrew and Katherine Impey; Peter Collings; Simon Ffennell and the Rector. 
 
The Chairman welcomed parishioners  to the meeting.  
 
Apologies from Philip and Emily Windsor Aubrey; John and Nicky Barber; Joanna and John Lang 
 
Churchwardens: It was agreed that Robin Greenwood and Sarah Mason should again both be  
recommended for nomination  as Churchwardens for a further year. RG said that he wished this 
to be his eighth and final year. 
 
Sidesmen: reappointed as per list submitted by Simon Ffennell. 
 
Annual District Church Meeting.  
 
Minutes of last year meeting on 6th March 2021 approved. No matters arising. 
 
Chairman’s report: the Chairman reported that Victoria Waring was standing down after 8 years 
as secretary to the DCC and thanked her for her hard work and contributions over those years. 
 
LP noted that evensongs had been held throughout the year despite COVID and thanked Simon 
for arranging these as well as producing an accompanying choir.  
 
LP  thanked all those who in a myriad number of ways had contributed to the maintenance and 
running of the church, including cleaners, gardeners, flower ladies, church wardens and the 
verger. 
 
LP reported on the success of the recent fifth  2021/22 lecture series which had raised in excess 
£6,000 last winter and c£30,000 since starting in 2012/13. Liz, Joanna and Verity are now 
standing down from the committee but Gilly is willing to continue. New volunteers for the 
committee are being sought for 2023.  
 
RG thanked Verity, Joanna, Liz and Gilly for all that they had done and their magnificent 
achievement and, on behalf of MW DCC, presented each of them with a bunch of flowers 
acquired from James Greig in deep gratitude for everything.  
 
Fabric and major repairs: Robin reported that no major works were done in the year and, now 
that we have paid over the retention for our 2017 Quinquennial Inspection completed in July 2020 
and received our final bat report from ECOSA, thanked SM for dealing with the bat license and its 
requirement.  RG reported that minor works were done in 2021 on refixing four loose gravestones, 
upgrading some electrical equipment to bring it up to standard, replacing a rotten gate post in our 
second graveyard and replacing a boiler part. In addition we gave a donation towards the cost of 
a tree in MW’s King George Playing Field for H M The Queen’s Jubilee.. RG also said the next 
quinquennial is due this year and is scheduled for 7th April and that, with Seymour & Bainbridge 
closing down in May, we shall need to appoint a new church architect. 
 
Finance: RG reported that MW’s fabric fund stood at £17,945 at the year end and is currently 
£18,336. He also reported that both regular giving to the church and fundraising were down in 
2021 and that the Treasurer will be saying in his annual finance report that  a major effort will need 
to be made to increase regular giving and restore fund raising to its former levels. 



 

 

 
Fundraising: LP said that this had been dealt with already. 
 
Friends of St Swithun’s Report: John Platt, the Chairman of FOSS, gave a brief report. 
 
West Window: Simon reported on a proposal for replacing the glass in the west window with two 
new engraved panes. Tracey Sheppard, a leading glass engraver, has indicated that the window 
is suitable for such a project. Seymour & Bainbridge, our church architects, have also indicated 
that it is structurally feasible although some repairs to the stonework in the window and in 
particular on the outside will be needed. The DAC have not so far raised any objections but they 
have said that their art advisor will need to approve the design before we seek PCC permission to 
apply for a faculty. SF said that Tracey Sheppard has been instructed to work up a design for 
review and in the meantime we need to work up a detailed budget. The costs of this project will 
not fall on the PCC and will need to be met from fundraising if we are happy with the design and a 
decision to go ahead is taken. In the meantime, the costs to date and up to approving the design, 
firming up on the costs and applying for a faculty are being underwritten by members of the DCC. 
SF also said that we need to have received our 2022 Quinquennial Inspection report and know the 
extent of any liabilities before any decision is made to seek authorisation to proceed. 
 
Elections and appointments:  
 

• No nominations for membership of  the PCC or appointment as Deanery Synod 
Representative were needed this year. 

• DCC membership election: Liz Platt, John Barber, Peter Collings, Simon Ffennell, Robin 
Greenwood, Andrew Impey and Sara Mason were re-elected to the DCC. 

• Deputy Churchwardens: The appointments of Liz Platt and Simon Ffennell were approved. 
• Verger: The appointment of Simon Ffennell was approved. 
• Sacristan: The appointment of Liz Platt was approved. 

 
 
AOB: The Rector proposed a vote of thanks to the Chairman and all those who contributed love 
and care to the church over the year. 
 
The meeting closed @ 12.05 pm 


