
Church Matters...
Sunday 11 September - 13th Sunday after Trinity

Welcome
We are so pleased to welcome you to our services today. If you 

are new to the parish or worshipping with us for the first time, then 
please do make yourself known to the person leading the service.

Parish Diary

Saturday 10 September
3.30pm - All Age Farm Service - Grace’s Farm, Martyr Worthy, SO21 1DX

Sunday 11 September
10am - Parish Communion - St John’s, Itchen Abbas

with Revd Peter

6pm - Evensong - St Swithun’s, Martyr Worthy
led by Simon Ffennell and with Revd Peter preaching

organist John Purver

6.30pm - UTX Woodland Evening - Martyr Worthy Manor

Monday 12 September
9.30am - Little Rainbows - St John’s, Itchen Abbas

Wednesday 14 September
7.30pm - The Jesus Way - St Mary’s, Easton

Sunday 18 September
8am - BCP - St John’s, Itchen Abbas

10am - Valley Worship - St Mary’s, Easton

Cash and card collections will now be taken during our services.



Collect

Almighty God,
  who called your Church to bear
  witness that you were in Christ
  reconciling the world to yourself:
help us to proclaim the good news
  of your love,
that all who hear it may be drawn to
  you;
through him who was lifted up on
  the cross,
and reigns with you in the unity of 
 the Holy Spirit,
 one God, now and for ever.

Psalm 105: 1-4,37,39-43

Give praise to the Lord, proclaim his
    name;
    make known among the nations
    what he has done.
Sing to him, sing praise to him;
    tell of all his wonderful acts.
Glory in his holy name;
    let the hearts of those who seek
    the Lord rejoice.
Look to the Lord and his
    strength;
    seek his face always.
He brought out Israel, laden with
    silver and gold,
    and from among their tribes no
    one faltered.

He spread out a cloud as a 
    covering,
    and a fire to give light at night.
They asked, and he brought them
    quail;
    he fed them well with the bread
    of heaven.
He opened the rock, and water
    gushed out;
    it flowed like a river in the desert.
For he remembered his holy
    promise
    given to his servant Abraham.
He brought out his people with
    rejoicing,

Glory to the Father and to the 
Son and to the Holy Spirit; 
as it was in the beginning is now, 
and shall be for ever.  Amen



Hebrews 11:1,17-21, 39-40
Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not 
seen.
By faith Abraham, when put to the test, offered up Isaac. He who had 
received the promises was ready to offer up his only son, of whom he had 
been told, ‘It is through Isaac that descendants shall be named after you.’ 
He considered the fact that God is able even to raise someone from the 
dead—and figuratively speaking, he did receive him back. By faith Isaac 
invoked blessings for the future on Jacob and Esau. By faith Jacob, when 
dying, blessed each of the sons of Joseph, ‘bowing in worship over the top 
of his staff.’ By faith Joseph, at the end of his life, made mention of the 
exodus of the Israelites and gave instructions about his burial.
Yet all these, though they were commended for their faith, did not receive 
what was promised, since God had provided something better so that they 
would not, without us, be made perfect.

Matthew 11: 7-15

As they went away, Jesus began to speak to the crowds about John: ‘What 
did you go out into the wilderness to look at? A reed shaken by the wind? 
What then did you go out to see? Someone dressed in soft robes? Look, 
those who wear soft robes are in royal palaces. What then did you go out 
to see? A prophet? Yes, I tell you, and more than a prophet. This is the one 
about whom it is written,

“See, I am sending my messenger ahead of you,
    who will prepare your way before you.”

Truly I tell you, among those born of women no one has arisen greater than 
John the Baptist; yet the least in the kingdom of heaven is greater than he. 
From the days of John the Baptist until now the kingdom of heaven has 
suffered violence, and the violent take it by force. For all the prophets and 
the law prophesied until John came; and if you are willing to accept it, he is 
Elijah who is to come. Let anyone with ears listen!‘



Notice Board

For Your Prayers

The Jesus Way - starting fortnightly from this Wednesday (14th) in St Mary’s, 
Easton, I will be teaching a Discipleship Course based on my book The Jesus Way: 
Learning to live the Christian life. The book highlights some themes found in two 
great chapters of the New Testament (Luke 24 and Acts 2) which provide us with 
twelve key steps for following Christ today. Each evening will run from 7.30-9.00pm. 
For some of that time I will be teaching from the front, but there will also be the 
opportunity to watch a short video (7-9 mins each: filmed in USA and Africa) and to 
have some Q and A or small group discussion. The evenings will also be available 
on zoom, but it would be great to have Itchen Valley parishioners attending in 
person, if you can. The dates for your diary until Christmas are: Wednesdays 14 and 
28 September, 12 October, 9 and 23 November. Books will be available to purchase 
for £12 during the course.  Revd Peter

Sunday 25 September - please make a note of this date in your diaries: we will be 
coming together as the whole parish for a service of Holy Communion at 10.00am at 
St Swithun’s, Martyr Worthy. It will be an opportunity to renew our vision for the 
coming year. The sermon will have the title ‘Looking forwards’ and will be the third 
of five sermons in a short series (starting on 11 Sept) designed to help us grow 
in our journey together with Christ - as we ‘look back’, ‘look in’, ‘look up’ and ‘look 
out’. Please do join us for as many of these Sundays as you can, so we can all be 
renewed in our vision for the coming year.  Revd Peter

Alpha - Tim Clapp will be leading an online Alpha course, starting on Thursday 22 
September for 8 weeks (with a break at half-term). Please do take time to pray about 
this and if there is anybody on your heart that you feel would welcome an invitation 
please do give them one of the postcards which can be found in our churches. For 
further information or to let us know you would like to join Alpha this time please 
contact Tim on timothy.clapp@btinternet.com

for the situation in Ukraine
for those who are ill or suffering at the moment 

for those recently bereaved including the Greig family on the loss of 
James’ father

for the ministry team as they meet this week

for the plans being made for our church provision for families 


