
Church Matters...
Sunday 23 October - 19th Sunday after Trinity

Welcome
We are so pleased to welcome you to our services today. If you 

are new to the parish or worshipping with us for the first time, then 
please do make yourself known to the person leading the service.

Parish Diary

Sunday 23 October
10am - Parish Communion - St Swithun’s, Martyr Worthy

with Revd Peter Owen-Jones
organist David Duffin

6pm - Taizé Service of Prayer - St John’s, Itchen Abbas
with LLM Gerry Stacey
organist John Purver

 
Sunday 30 October

10am - Parish Communion - St Mary’s, Easton

Sunday 31 October
5pm - Light Party - St John’s, Itchen Abbas

details on page 4

The Hub will be closed for half-term until Monday 31 Oct
Revd Peter will be away from Friday 21 Oct to Friday 4 Nov (inc.)



Collect
O God, forasmuch as without you
   we are not able to please you;
mercifully grant that your Holy Spirit
   may in all things direct and rule
   our hearts;
through Jesus Christ your Son our
   Lord,
   who is alive and reigns with you,
   in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
   one God, now and for ever.

Psalm 119:129-136 - PC only
Your decrees are wonderful;
    therefore my soul keeps them.
The unfolding of your words
    gives light;
    it imparts understanding to 
    the simple.
With open mouth I pant,
    because I long for your 
    commandments.
Turn to me and be gracious to me,
    as is your custom towards
    those who love your name.
Keep my steps steady according to
    your promise,
    and never let iniquity have 
    dominion over me.
Redeem me from human 
    oppression,
    that I may keep your precepts.
Make your face shine upon your
    servant,
    and teach me your statutes.
My eyes shed streams of tears
      because your law is not kept.
Glory to the Father and to the Son 
and to the Holy Spirit; 
as it was in the beginning is now, 
and shall be for ever.  Amen

Psalm 119:1-16 - Taizė only

Happy are those whose way is blameless,
    who walk in the law of the Lord.
Happy are those who keep his decrees,
    who seek him with their whole heart,
who also do no wrong,
    but walk in his ways.
You have commanded your precepts
    to be kept diligently.
O that my ways may be steadfast
    in keeping your statutes!
Then I shall not be put to shame,
    having my eyes fixed on all your
    commandments.
I will praise you with an upright heart,
    when I learn your righteous ordinances.
I will observe your statutes;
    do not utterly forsake me.
How can young people keep their way
    pure?
    By guarding it according to your word.
With my whole heart I seek you;
    do not let me stray from your 
    commandments.
I treasure your word in my heart,
    so that I may not sin against you.
Blessed are you, O Lord;
    teach me your statutes.
With my lips I declare
    all the ordinances of your mouth.
I delight in the way of your decrees
    as much as in all riches.
I will meditate on your precepts,
    and fix my eyes on your ways.
I will delight in your statutes;
    I will not forget your word.

Glory to the Father and to the Son and 
to the Holy Spirit; 
as it was in the beginning is now, and 
shall be for ever.  Amen



Romans 15:1-6

We who are strong ought to put up with the failings of the weak, and not 
to please ourselves. Each of us must please our neighbour for the good 
purpose of building up the neighbour. For Christ did not please himself; 
but, as it is written, ‘The insults of those who insult you have fallen on me.’ 
For whatever was written in former days was written for our instruction, so 
that by steadfastness and by the encouragement of the scriptures we might 
have hope. May the God of steadfastness and encouragement grant you 
to live in harmony with one another, in accordance with Christ Jesus, so 
that together you may with one voice glorify the God and Father of our Lord 
Jesus Christ.

Luke 4:16-24

When he came to Nazareth, where he had been brought up, he went to the 
synagogue on the sabbath day, as was his custom. He stood up to read, 
and the scroll of the prophet Isaiah was given to him. He unrolled the scroll 
and found the place where it was written:

 ‘The Spirit of the Lord is upon me,
     because he has anointed me
         to bring good news to the poor.
 He has sent me to proclaim release to the captives
     and recovery of sight to the blind,
         to let the oppressed go free,
 to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favour.’

And he rolled up the scroll, gave it back to the attendant, and sat down. The 
eyes of all in the synagogue were fixed on him. Then he began to say to 
them, ‘Today this scripture has been fulfilled in your hearing.’ All spoke well 
of him and were amazed at the gracious words that came from his mouth. 
They said, ‘Is not this Joseph’s son?’ He said to them, ‘Doubtless you will 
quote to me this proverb, “Doctor, cure yourself!” And you will say, “Do here 
also in your home town the things that we have heard you did at 
Capernaum.”’ And he said, ‘Truly I tell you, no prophet is accepted in the 
prophet’s home town.



Notice Board

For Your Prayers

Allsaintstide - this is the old-fashioned name for this special season in the year 
when we give thanks for the ‘faithful departed’ in Christ’s service. We will be 
celebrating it this year in several ways:  Our Parish Communion on Sunday 30 
October will have the readings set for ‘All Saints Day’.  At 5.00pm on Monday 31 
October our families will be able to enjoy a ‘Light Party’ in St John’s, Itchen Abbas 
(see below). And then, at 5.00pm on Sunday 6 November, Revd Peter will be leading 
a Service of Prayer and Reflection for those recently bereaved. There are some 
invitation cards available for this: do please give one to any friends or neighbours in 
the Valley who might appreciate this opportunity to remember a loved one.

Winchester Villages Trust - If you feel you can live without the government’s fuel-
allowance this year, can we please encourage you to donate this to the Winchester 
Villages Trust? Details can be found on our website www.itchenvalleychurches.org

The Jesus Way - the nest evening will be on Wednesdays 9 November, at 7.30pm 
in St John’s, Itchen Abbas when we will focus on what the apostles teach us about 
Jesus’  death on the Cross.

Light Party - this is happening at Itchen Abbas church on Monday 31 October 
between 5 and 6.30pm. There will be games, activities, music and crafts along with 
hot dogs and ice creams! Fancy dress is optional (non-halloween). It will be a fun 
alternative to the usual ghouls and goblins. All children are welcome, we hope to 
see you there! Please just let Beccy know so we have an idea of numbers - 
admin@itchenvalleychurches.org

Harvest Thanks - thank you to everyone who donated produce at our harvest 
services, this has now been donated to Winchester Basics Bank.  A total of £560 
was donated to our harvest appeal online and via retiring collections and this will be 
donated to Trinity Winchester, Winchester Churches Night Shelter and 
Winchester Basics Bank.

for the situation in Ukraine
for those who are ill or suffering at the moment 

for the recently bereaved 
for those experiencing financial difficulties

for families during half-term


