
Church Matters...
Sunday 4 December - Second Sunday of Advent

Welcome
We are so pleased to welcome you to our services today. If you 

are new to the parish or worshipping with us for the first time, then 
please do make yourself known to the person leading the service.

Parish Diary

Sunday 4 December 
10am - Parish Communion - St Swithun’s, Martyr Worthy

with Revd Peter Walker
organist Andrew Hayman

4pm - Christingle - St John’s, Itchen Abbas
led by James Greig with worship led by Tim Clapp

see page 4 for more information

Monday 5 December
9.30am - Little Rainbows - St John’s, Itchen Abbas

Wednesday 7 December
7.45pm - Wednesday Night Worship - St John’s, Itchen Abbas

Thursday 8 December
2pm - IAPS Nativity - St John’s, Itchen Abbas

Sunday 11 December
8.30am - Holy Communion (said) - St John’s, Itchen Abbas

4pm - Carols in the Barn - Grace’s Farm
see page 4 for more information



Isaiah 11:1-10

A shoot shall come out from the stump of Jesse, and a branch shall grow 
out of his roots. The spirit of the Lord shall rest on him, the spirit of wisdom 
and understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge 
and the fear of the Lord. His delight shall be in the fear of the Lord. He shall 
not judge by what his eyes see or decide by what his ears hear, but with 
righteousness he shall judge for the poor and decide with equity for the 
oppressed of the earth; he shall strike the earth with the rod of his mouth,
and with the breath of his lips he shall kill the wicked. Righteousness shall 
be the belt around his waist and faithfulness the belt around his loins. The 
wolf shall live with the lamb; the leopard shall lie down with the kid; the calf 
and the lion will feed together, and a little child shall lead them. The cow 
and the bear shall graze; their young shall lie down together; and the lion 
shall eat straw like the ox. The nursing child shall play over the hole of the 
asp, and the weaned child shall put its hand on the adder’s den. They will 
not hurt or destroy on all my holy mountain, or the earth will be full of the 
knowledge of the Lord as the waters cover the sea. On that day the root 
of Jesse shall stand as a signal to the peoples; the nations shall inquire of 
him, and his dwelling shall be glorious.

Matthew 3:1-12

In those days John the Baptist appeared in the wilderness of Judea, 
proclaiming, ‘Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come near.’ This is 
the one of whom the prophet Isaiah spoke when he said, ‘The voice of one 
crying out in the wilderness: “Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths 
straight.”’ Now John wore clothing of camel’s hair with a leather belt around 
his waist, and his food was locusts and wild honey. Then the people of 
Jerusalem and all Judea were going out to him, and all the region along the 
Jordan, and they were baptised by him in the river Jordan, confessing their 
sins. But when he saw many Pharisees and Sadducees coming for 
baptism, he said to them;
‘You brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the wrath to come?  
Bear fruit worthy of repentance. Do not presume to say to yourselves, “We 
have Abraham as our ancestor”; for I tell you, God is able from these stones 
to raise up children to Abraham. Even now the axe is lying at the root of 
the trees; every tree therefore that does not bear good fruit is cut down and 
thrown into the fire. I baptise you with water for repentance, but one who is 
more powerful than I is coming after me; I am not worthy to carry his san-
dals. He will baptise you with the Holy Spirit and fire. His winnowing-fork is 
in his hand, and he will clear his threshing-floor and will gather his wheat 
into the granary; but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire.’

Collect

Almighty God,
   give us grace to cast away the
   works of darkness
and to put on the armour of light,
now in the time of this mortal life,
   in which your Son Jesus Christ
   came to us in great humility;
that on the last day,
when he shall come again in his
   glorious majesty
   to judge the living and the
   dead,
we may rise to the life immortal;
through him who is alive and 
reigns with you,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever.

Psalm 80

Give ear, O Shepherd of Israel,
    you who lead Joseph like a
    flock!
You who are enthroned upon the
    cherubim, shine forth
before Ephraim and Benjamin
    and Manasseh.
Stir up your might,
    and come to save us!
Restore us, O God;
    let your face shine, that we
    may be saved.
O Lord God of hosts,
    how long will you be angry
    with your people’s prayers?

You have fed them with the bread
    of tears
    and given them tears to drink in
    full measure.
Restore us, O God of hosts;
    let your face shine, that we
    may be saved.
You brought a vine out of Egypt;
    you drove out the nations and
    planted it.
You cleared the ground for it;
    it took deep root and filled 
    the land.
Turn again, O God of hosts;
    look down from heaven and see;
    have regard for this vine.
The stock that your right hand
    planted has been burned with 
fire; it has been cut down.
    But let your hand be upon the
    one at your right hand,
    the one whom you made
    strong for yourself.
Then we will never turn back
   from you;
give us life, and we will call on
    your name.
Restore us, O Lord God of
    hosts;
    let your face shine, that we
    may be saved.
Glory to the Father and to the 
Son and to the Holy Spirit; 
as it was in the beginning is 
now, and shall be for ever. Amen



Notice Board

For Your Prayers

Christingle Service - Please join us for this café-style Christingle service this 
Sunday (4th) at 4pm in St John’s, Itchen Abbas.  There will be the opportunity to 
make your own Christingles whilst hearing about what they represent.  Coffee, 
tea and mince pies will be served.
A Warm Welcome - On Wednesdays and Thursdays there will be a warm 
welcome to anyone who would like to come to St John’s Church to enjoy a hot 
drink and the warmth of an already-heated space. This will be the chance to 
meet with others for a chat, bring along your book or just take the time to 
relax and take advantage of a warm environment during the winter weather. The 
church will be open from 9am to 2pm during term times.  There will be hot drinks 
and biscuits available at no charge and everyone is welcome.  Please let Beccy 
know if you would ever like to host this event over the next months.
Wednesday Night Worship (7 December) - Everyone is welcome to join the 
Wednesday Night Worship evenings. These evenings are a time of informal, 
modern worship with the chance for people to pray for one another. The 
evenings bring together many young parents from many miles around who find 
this an evening of real spiritual support and encouragement. Coffee and cake 
are served from 7.45pm and you would be most welcome to join.
Carols in the Barn - Please come along (dressed as a nativity character if you 
would like) to our all-age barn service next Sunday (11th) at 4pm at Grace’s 
Farm, Martyr Worthy, SO21 1DX. This will be a wonderful opportunity to enjoy your 
favourite carols, a short family-friendly talk and some festive refreshments.  
Everyone is welcome: please wrap up warmly and bring a torch.  Carparking will be 
signposted (and muddy).
‘In the Steps of Jesus’ - A Tour to the Holy Land for the parishes of the Itchen 
Valley (April 2024). The Revd Christopher Durrant and I are pleased to 
announce this exciting joint venture between our two neighbouring parishes here 
in the Valley. The tour starts on Wednesday 3 April (3 days after Easter) and 
includes 8 nights in the Holy Land (staying in Galilee, Bethlehem and 
Jerusalem): this gives us the opportunity to see almost all the places mentioned 
in the Gospels associated with the life of Jesus. Given the current worldwide 
economic uncertainties, the travel agent cannot quote an exact figure, but the 
land-tour cost is likely to be in the region of £1,750-£1,900. An outline itinerary 
can be found on our website:  There will be two ‘presentation evenings’ (one in 
each parish) later in January: more details to follow.

for the situation in Ukraine
for those who are ill or suffering at the moment 

for the recently bereaved 
for those experiencing financial difficulties

https://itchenvalleychurches.org/activities/a-tour-to-the-holy-land-april-2024/

